ROTA VOLUNTEERS CONTRIBUTE TO WELLBEING OF MIGRANT
WORKERS IN QATAR THROUGH BETTER CONNECTIONS PROGRAMME
Education Initiative Equips Migrant Workers in Qatar with Essential ICT Skills
Doha, Qatar, 12 December 2016: Reach Out To Asia (ROTA) recently trained a new

group of volunteers as part of the seventh batch of the Better Connections
programme. The initiative aims to improve the social wellbeing of migrant workers in
Qatar by providing them with information and communication technology (ICT)
equipment and skills.
On 25 November, 19 volunteers attended an in-depth training session at the
Ministry of Transport and Communications. The workshop ensures volunteers are
fully adept at providing workers with essential ICT literacy training so they can use
the facilities set up by companies at their accommodation.
Officially launched by the Ministry of Transport and Communications, ROTA’s role in
the Better Connections programme is sponsored by Msheireb Properties, a
subsidiary of Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development
(QF).
Ms Noora Al Rumaihi, Manager, Communications and Public Relations, Msheireb
Properties, said: “The ICT training of migrant workers has the potential to make
lasting positive changes in the lives of these individuals and their families. Msheireb
Properties is proud to partner in this initiative as it underscores our commitment to
effecting positive change and building human capacity in Qatar.”
Furrukh Raza, a Better Connections programme volunteer, said: “I volunteered for
the Better Connections programme to help migrant workers in Qatar develop an
understanding of ICT tools, and to help them develop ICT skills they can use on a
daily basis. I’m grateful I was able to give back to the community by participating in
this initiative, and I urge others to get involved.”
Since ROTA joined Better Connections in 2015, the programme has trained a total of
165 volunteers who have gone on to train more than 885 ‘Digital Champions’ as part
the social development initiative.
Anwar Abdelbaki, ICT for Education Manager at ROTA, said: “The Better Connections
programme is a social development initiative that not only equips migrant workers in
Qatar with ICT skills, but also grants our volunteers the opportunity to hone their
abilities and become effective training facilitators and positive change agents in our
community. This initiative actively contributes to building a knowledge-based
economy in Qatar.”

ROTA’s sponsor, Msheireb Properties’ mission is to change the way people think
about urban living and improve their overall quality of life through innovations that
encourage social interaction, respect for culture and greater care for the
environment. Microsoft Qatar and the Sheikh Thani Bin Abdullah Foundation for
Humanitarian Services (RAF) are implementing partners in the programme.
The seventh batch of the programme marked the last Better Connections training
session for 2016.
-ENDSAbout ROTA
Reach Out To Asia is a non-profit organisation launched in December 2005 in Doha, Qatar,
by Her Excellency Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani. Operating under the
auspices of the Qatar Foundation, ROTA is committed to providing high quality and relevant
primary and secondary education, encouraging relationships among communities, creating
safe learning environments and restoring education in crisis affected areas across Asia and
around the world. ROTA envisions a world, where all young people have access to the
education they need in order for them to realise their full potential and shape the
development of their communities.

For more information about Reach Out To Asia, please visit: www.reachouttoasia.org

About Qatar Foundation
Qatar Foundation – Unlocking Human Potential
Qatar Foundation for Education, Science, and Community Development (QF) is a private,
non-profit organisation that is supporting Qatar on its journey from carbon economy to
knowledge economy by unlocking human potential, for the benefit of not only Qatar, but the
world. Qatar Foundation was co-founded in 1995 by His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa
Al Thani, the Father Amir, and Chairperson Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser.
QF’s work encompasses education, research and community development. World-class
universities are brought to Qatar to help create an education sector in which young people
can develop the attitudes and skills required for a knowledge economy. At the same time,
QF builds Qatar's innovation and technology capacity by developing and commercialising
solutions through key sciences. The Foundation also works to foster a progressive society
while enhancing cultural life, protecting Qatar’s heritage and addressing immediate social
needs in the community.
For a complete list of QF’s initiatives and projects, visit http://www.qf.org.qa

