
WISH TO HOST PUBLIC TALKS ON ISLAMIC ETHICS AND END-OF-LIFE 
CARE IN DOHA AND OXFORD 

Palliative Care from an Islamic Perspective to Feature during WISH 2018, an initiative of QF  

Doha, Qatar, April 4, 2018: The World Innovation Summit for Health (WISH), an initiative of Qatar 
Foundation, is inviting the public to participate in talks on the subject of Islamic Ethics and Palliative Care.  

The discussions will take place at Hamad Bin Khalifa University’s (HBKU’s) College of Islamic Studies 
auditorium in Education City, Doha, on April 10 and at St. Antony’s College, University of Oxford, on April 
16. Both events will start at 7pm and will feature expert presentations and the opportunity for public 
interaction. 

Both events will feature presentations by Dr. Mohammed Ghaly, who leads the WISH Islamic Ethics and 
Palliative Care research group. 

The Doha talk will also feature a presentation by Dr. Azza Adel Hassan, a contributing member of the WISH 
research group and Program Director of the Support and Palliative Care Unit of the National Center for 
Cancer Care and Research, Hamad Medical Corporation, who will share her knowledge of end-of-life care 
from a medical practitioner’s perspective. 

Commenting on the talks, Dr. Ghaly said: “I am delighted to be working with WISH once again to address 
one of the most sensitive topics, palliative care, from an Islamic perspective. Investigations have 
commenced and the forum members are already tackling the thorniest questions and ethical challenges 
in preparation for the launch of the research report. We look forward to discussing early findings and 
learning from our experiences as we work towards finalizing our report this month.” 

The WISH research group, led by Dr. Ghaly, consists of an international collection of experts who are 
investigating the ethical challenges and questions palliative care gives rise to from an Islamic perspective. 
The group’s findings, to be published in a report ahead of WISH 2018, will be discussed in-depth during a 
panel session at the prestigious event. In addition to exploring and analyzing the key ethical challenges of 
palliative care from an Islamic perspective, the aim of the academic research within the forum is to 
produce policy recommendations that can have a positive impact on the management of palliative care 
in Qatar, the region, and beyond. 

Islamic Ethics and Palliative Care will be one of nine research topics that will form the focus of WISH 2018. 
The nine forums will highlight and address some of the world’s most pressing challenges across topics that 
cover medical, ethical, technological, and humanitarian aspects of healthcare. The topics announced so 
far include viral hepatitis, eye health, nursing and universal health coverage, and design in health. 

The World Health Organization defines palliative care as an approach that leads to the improvement of 
the quality of life of patients and their families facing the problem of terminal or life-threatening illness. 
This is achieved through the prevention of suffering by means of early identification and pain 
management. Palliative care also tackles other problems of well-being such as physical pain, psychosocial 
unrest, and spiritual treatment. 

ENDS 



About the World Innovation Summit for Health: 

The World Innovation Summit for Health (WISH) is a global healthcare community dedicated to capturing 
and disseminating the best evidence-based ideas and practices. WISH is an initiative of Qatar Foundation 
for Education, Science and Community Development (QF) and is under the patronage of Her Highness 
Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, its Chairperson. 

The inaugural WISH Summit took place in Doha in 2013 and convened more than 1,000 global healthcare 
leaders. Through international summits and a range of ongoing initiatives, WISH is creating a global 
community of leading innovators in healthcare policy, research and industry.  

Together, they are harnessing the power of innovation to overcome the world’s most urgent healthcare 
challenges and inspire other stakeholders to action. 

Qatar Foundation – Unlocking Human Potential 

Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development (QF) is a non-profit organization 
that supports Qatar on its journey to becoming a diversified and sustainable economy. QF strives to serve 
the people of Qatar and beyond by providing specialized programs across its innovation-focused 
ecosystem of education, science and research, and community development. 

QF was founded in 1995 by His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the Father Emir, and Her 
Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, who shared the vision to provide Qatar with quality education. Today, 
QF’s world-class education system offers lifelong learning opportunities to community members as young 
as six months through to doctoral level, enabling graduates to thrive in a global environment and 
contribute to the nation’s development.  

QF is also creating a multidisciplinary innovation hub in Qatar, where homegrown researchers are working 
to address local and global challenges. By promoting a culture of lifelong learning and fostering social 
engagement through programs that embody Qatari culture, QF is committed to empowering the local 
community and contributing to a better world for all.  

For a complete list of QF’s initiatives and projects, visit http://www.qf.org.qa 

http://www.qf.org.qa/

