
	
	 	

 

VCUarts Qatar Celebrates 20th Anniversary 
with Special Event for Students 
 
VCUarts Qatar holds 20th anniversary event for students as the 
university celebrates two decades of changing the perception of art and 
design in Qatar 
  
 
Virginia Commonwealth School of the Arts in Qatar (VCUarts Qatar) recently held an 
event for its students as part of its 20th anniversary celebrations. The event was one of 
several that the university has been holding in its 20th year, which opened in 1998 and 
was originally called Shaqab College of Design Arts. The first degree programs in 
Fashion Design, and Graphic Design in 1999, followed the establishment of its Art 
Foundation program in 1998.  
 
Students, faculty and staff gathered in the Atrium to take part in Virginia Commonwealth 
University-themed board games and other games and activities including having their 
photographs taken at a 20th anniversary photo booth, and to enjoy the chocolate fountain, 
nachos, crazy drinks, and other fun snacks.  
 
The event began with an introduction by Assistant Dean for Student Affairs Valerie 
Jeremijenko, who said: “As someone who has been here for close to 17 of those 20 years, 
I have been witness to the work of all the faculty, all the staff, and all our amazing 
students and alumni, as we have worked towards cultivating the arts, igniting 
imaginations and changing the perception of art and design in Qatar. We have come a 
long way in 20 years and made a very big impact. Thank you all for being change-making 
and innovators. Thank you all for being a part of this mission.”  
  
Her comments were echoed by Executive Dean Dr. Donald N. Baker, who said: “It is my 
pleasure to be here today and celebrate this great and historical day with you. VCUarts 
Qatar is proud to be part of the 2030 vision of Qatar and proud to have been cultivating 
the arts, and igniting imagination to building the future for the past 20 years.”  
 



	
	 	

Student Government Association President Anusheh Zaman and Interim Manager of 
International Education & Student Programming LaKisha Tillman also addressed the 
assembled students before joining the Dean and other student association presidents on 
the Atrium’s stage to cut a large cake that was bedecked with the 20th anniversary logo. 
The attendees also received specially created 20th anniversary souvenirs such as mugs and 
badges.  
 
VCUarts Qatar also recently opened an exhibition called “Hindsight”, which is a 
collection of photographs showing the university’s faculty and staff when they were in 
their twenties.  
 
“Many of our students are in their twenties now and we thought it would be great fun to 
show them that we too were once in our twenties, even though that may have been many 
decades ago. It shows another side of the faculty and staff to our students, and ultimately 
it brings us all closer as a family, which is one of VCUarts Qatar’s biggest strengths”, 
said Mike Gallagher and Michael Hersrud, who curated the exhibition.  
 
For more information about VCUarts Qatar, please visit http://www.qatar.vcu.edu  
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About Virginia Commonwealth University School of the Arts in Qatar: 
VCUarts Qatar is the international branch campus of Virginia Commonwealth 
University’s School of the Arts, a top-ranked art and design program in the 
U.S.  VCUarts Qatar is celebrating 20 Years of a fruitful partnership between VCU and 
the Qatar Foundation.  
  
Established in 1998 through a partnership with Qatar Foundation, VCUarts Qatar offers 
students the opportunity to earn a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in fashion design, graphic 
design, interior design and painting and printmaking, a Bachelor of Arts degree in art 
history and a Master of Fine Arts degree in design. 
  
The campus attracts renowned contributors to contemporary visual culture for speaking 
and teaching engagements, and promises students a lifelong passion for and conversation 
about the arts.  
 
Qatar Foundation – Unlocking Human Potential 



	
	 	

Qatar Foundation for Education, Science, and Community Development (QF) is a private, 
non-profit organization that is supporting Qatar on its journey from carbon economy to 
knowledge economy by unlocking human potential, for the benefit of not only Qatar, but 
the world.  Founded in 1995 by His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the 
Father Amir, QF is chaired by Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser.  
  
QF’s work encompasses education, research and community development.  World-class 
universities are brought to Qatar to help create an education sector in which young people 
can develop the attitudes and skills required for a knowledge economy. At the same time, 
QF builds Qatar's innovation and technology capacity by developing and commercializing 
solutions through key sciences.  The Foundation also works to foster a progressive society 
while enhancing cultural life, protecting Qatar’s heritage and addressing immediate social 
needs in the community.  
  
 For a complete list of QF’s initiatives and projects, visit http://www.qf.org.qa 
 


