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NU-Q Hosts Sixth Graduation Ceremony - its First in New Building  

 
 
 
Doha, Qatar – April 30, 2017—A day before it officially dedicated its new building, 
Northwestern University in Qatar held its sixth graduation ceremony, its largest graduating 
class.   
 
Opening the ceremony, Everette E. Dennis, dean and CEO, noted the attendance of a number of 
dignitaries and industry professionals, including Morton Schapiro, president of Northwestern 
University, Provost Daniel Linzer, and several deans and vice presidents. 
 
“NU-Q is Northwestern’s 12th school—and the university’s only international campus, 
providing an exemplar for NU’s new global strategy,” said President Schapiro. “It is an 
important member of the NU family from bleeding purple at athletic events and in student life, 
to the classroom where NU academic and intellectual standards are upheld and extended.”  
 
The Class of 2017’s achievements included the highest number of minors and certificates, 
including eight in Middle East studies, two in media and politics, one in theatre, and one in 
English. Thirteen certificates were awarded in Middle East studies, three in civic engagement, 
two in strategic communication, and six in public relations.  
 
“This marks a proud moment for the faculty and staff at NU-Q and an opportunity for us to join 
together to celebrate the caliber, character, and capabilities of our graduating students,” said 
Dennis. “We look forward to watching you move out into the world, fully capable of achieving 
your dreams and making positive contributions whether you choose to pursue a career in 
journalism, filmmaking, strategic communication – or attend graduate school. You will no doubt 
make your mark.  
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Derek Thompson – Northwestern alum, best-selling author, and senior editor at The Atlantic – 
gave the graduation speech.   
 
“Everything that we do in life, ultimately serves merely as a frame--a massive arch--to make us 
see the things we have not yet done,” Thompson said. 
  
He added, “To live fully in this world, to be totally alive to its possibilities and its joys, you have 
to fall in love with the work of it. You have to learn to love the hero's journey, not only for the 
brief victory that may come in the end, but also all its potholes, the frustrations large and small, 
and the friends and the nemeses along the way.”  

  
Earlier in the day, President Schapiro hosted his annual lunch for graduating students and their 
familes where students were acknowledged for individual achievements. 
 
Those receiving recognition were:  
 

 Vibhav Gautam: Dean’s Award  

 Muhammad Shakeeb Asrar: Journalism and Strategic Communication Award  

 Jemina Marcos Legaspi: Communication Award  

 Nayab Malik: Liberal Arts Award  

 Hend Mohammed Al Thawadi: Student Leadership Award  
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About Northwestern University in Qatar 
Northwestern University in Qatar draws from its parent organization, Northwestern University 
(Evanston, Illinois), a distinguished history, famous programs and an exceptional faculty. Founded in 
partnership with Qatar Foundation, NU-Q provides a framework through which students explore the 
world and, ultimately, shape its future through its distinguished schools of communication, journalism 
and strategic communication, and liberal arts. 
  

http://www.qatar.northwestern.edu/
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