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“Msheireb Properties” Marks International Museum Day 2016 under the 

theme ‘Museums and Cultural Landscapes’ 

Doha, Qatar, 18 May 2016: Msheireb Properties, a subsidiary of Qatar Foundation for Education, 

Science and Community Development (QF) and Qatar’s leading sustainable developer, celebrated the 

International Museum Day 2016 with interactive activities at Msheireb Museums that helped raise 

awareness of the importance of protecting and enhancing the cultural landscape in Qatar.   

Located in the Heritage Quarter at Msheireb Downtown Doha, Msheireb Museums hosted students, 

academics, media and other invited guests from key local Ministries and educational establishments 

to mark the 2016 edition of the global event held under the theme ‘Museums and Cultural 

Landscapes’.  

There were several elements to Msheireb Museums’ celebration of culture on International Museum 

Day 2016 that began with opening remarks from Hafiz Ali, Director of Msheireb Museums. The first of 

these was a lecture delivered by Dr. Robert Carter, Professor of Arabian and Middle Eastern 

Archaeology at UCL Qatar, who shared his insights into the development of Msheireb and Doha with 

evidence from archaeology, oral history, maps and aerial imagery. Dr. Carter specialises in the 

Archaeology of the Arab and Islamic World and has extensive knowledge into the origins of the Gulf 

towns.  

The very insightful talk was followed by a panel discussion on the challenges in adapting the heritage 

houses used by Msheireb Museums to make them suitable for the 21st century, including the 

methods of restoration, protection and conservation used to create ‘living heritage’.  

Guests were also invited to explore a photo gallery exhibit, which showcased the architecture of 

Msheireb’s Museums, beautifully combined with local poetry.  

Eng. Ali Al-Kuwari, Chief Officer- Design and Delivery at Msheireb Properties, said: “Msheireb 

Museums is a cultural and heritage benchmark at Msheireb Downtown Doha, where visitors can 

experience the way of life in the past. The museums are equipped with state-of-the-art audio-visual 

technology that allows the guest to have an in-depth understanding of major events that have 

shaped our history. On the occasion of the International Museums Day, it was our pleasure to host 

these events that enhance the cultural scene in Doha. We hope our guests have enjoyed this 

experience and have a better understanding of some of our heritage treasures.” 

International Museum Day has been acknowledged on May 18 since 1977, with more than 35,000 

museums participating in 2015 across 145 countries. The objective of International Museum Day is to 
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raise awareness of the fact that museums are an important means of cultural exchange, enrichment 

of cultures and development of mutual understanding, cooperation and peace among peoples. 

Msheireb Museums mark a very significant milestone for Msheireb Properties in realising the vision 

of Msheireb Downtown Doha, Qatar’s first sustainable regeneration project. The Museums celebrate 

the history of four historic heritage houses in the heart of Msheireb Downtown Doha. Located within 

the oldest part of the capital, they form an important part of Qatar’s national history. They reveal 

unique aspects of Qatar’s cultural and social development in inspiring to create trusted environments 

in which the people of Qatar will engage, converse and exchange 

Msheireb Museums are an integral aspect of the inner city’s regeneration of the old commercial 

centre with its traditional community-based lifestyle. The restoration of the four heritage houses, Bin 

Jelmood House, Company House, Mohammed Bin Jassim House and Radwani House, into world-class 

museums forms a vital part of the Msheireb Downtown Doha development. 

-Ends- 
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About Msheireb Properties 
Msheireb Properties is a real estate company and a subsidiary of Qatar Foundation. The company was 
established as a commercial venture to support the Foundation‟s aims as well as the realisation of Qatar‟s 
2030 Vision. Msheireb Properties‟ mission is to change the way people think about urban living and improve 
their overall quality of life, through innovations that encourage social interaction, respect for culture, and 

greater care for the environment. 
 
Msheireb Properties spent three years researching Qatari architecture and numerous approaches to urban 
planning all over the world with the most respected experts in the industry – in order to realise an 
architectural language rooted in the best of the past that may be preserved for and by future generations. 

 
The company‟s name, Msheireb, means „a place to drink water‟ and is the historical name of the downtown 

area of Doha. The company‟s corporate identity depicts the mouth of a stone well, a feature of traditional 
Gulf societies, and its distinct ink effect evokes classical Arabic calligraphy. 
 
Msheireb Properties recently achieved ISO certification from the British Standards Institution for quality (ISO 

9001:2008), environmental performance (ISO 14001:2004), occupational health and safety (BS OHSAS 

18001:2007) and ISO 31000:2009 for Risk Management Standard.  

 . 

 

About Msheireb Downtown Doha 

The “Msheireb Downtown Doha” (MDD) project aims to create a legacy for sustainable urban development in 
Qatar by reviving the old commercial district of Doha with a new architectural language that is modern, yet 

inspired by traditional Qatari heritage and design. The entire development is designed to consume fewer 
resources, generate less waste, lower costs and achieve a reduced carbon footprint. On completion, MDD will 

mailto:abbas.moussa@bm.com


 
                                                                                                             

 3 

be the world‟s largest certified sustainable community with over 100 commercial buildings, 900 residential 
units accommodating more than 2,600 residents and over 10,255 car parking spaces. The 310,000 square 
meter development can host over 60,000 visitors. All the planned buildings meet the LEED Gold standard for 
environment performance and some buildings will aim for a Platinum rating. 


