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15,000 CHILD REFUGEES TO BENEFIT FROM VODAFONE 

FOUNDATION ‘INSTANT CLASSROOM’ 
  

 

Doha, 2 March 2015: The Vodafone Foundation today announced at the Mobile World 

Congress the Instant Classroom, a digital „school in a box‟ that can be set up in a matter of 

minutes, helping give children and young adults in some of the world‟s largest and poorly 

resourced refugee camps the opportunity to continue their education. 

 

The Vodafone Foundation Instant Classroom has been specifically designed for areas where 

electricity and internet connectivity are unreliable or non-existent and will be deployed in 

partnership with UNHCR‟s Innovation and Education units.  

 

The Instant Classroom is shipped in a secure and robust 52kg case which is equipped with a 

laptop, 25 tablets pre-loaded with educational software, a projector, a speaker and a hotspot 

modem with 3G connectivity. The tablets can connect to the laptop locally, enabling teachers to 

deliver content and applications to students without the need to access the internet. 

 

All the components of the Vodafone Foundation Instant Classroom can be charged 

simultaneously from a single power source while the case is locked. After 6-8 hours of charging 

time, the Instant Classroom can be used for a full day in a classroom without access to 

electricity. 

                 

Over the next year, the Vodafone Foundation Instant Classroom will be deployed to 12 schools 

in refugee settlements in Kakuma in Kenya, in the Nyarungusu refugee settlement in Tanzania 

and in the Equatorial Region in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Instant Classroom will 

provide up to 15,000 children and young adults aged from 7 to 20 with advanced teaching aids 

that are currently only available in a minority of schools in developed nations.  

 

The Instant Classroom builds on the Vodafone Foundation‟s experience with tablet-based 

learning programmes. In 2014, the Vodafone Foundation worked with UNHCR‟s Education and 

Innovation units to develop the Instant Network Schools programme, which introduced tablet-

based learning to around 18,000 pupils in the Dadaab refugee settlement in northern Kenya. 

Teachers at the Dadaab schools said the tablet-based lessons have been so popular that pupil 

attendance had increased by an average of 15 per cent.   

 

Over the next two years, the Vodafone Foundation Instant Network Schools programme will be 

extended to support additional schools in refugee camps in Kenya, Tanzania and the Democratic 

Republic of Congo with the aim to reach more than 40,000 children and young people.Vodafone 

Foundation Director Andrew Dunnett said: “At the end of 2013, UNHCR estimates that there 

were 50 million refugees and displaced people worldwide, half of who are under the age of 18. 

With refugees displaced from their homes for an average of 17 years, many have little or no 

access to education. The Vodafone Foundation Instant Classroom is robust, simple and powerful. 



It puts the best technology that educators have to offer into the hands of children and young 

people living in the toughest of environments.”  

 

In the Middle East there are an estimated 14,875,355 refugees and displaced persons. Of these 

figures, 2.8 million are Syrian children who are no longer in school.  

 

UNHCR Innovation Lead Olivier Delarue said: “In the face of increasingly complex 

humanitarian crises, UNHCR is tasked with finding new, creative ways to meet the 

developmental and educational needs of young refugees and stateless people worldwide. We 

welcome the opportunity to work with the Vodafone Foundation to find innovations that work in 

the refugee context. Innovation for us is not about developing educational products; rather it is 

about using technologies that partners like Vodafone Foundation have to offer as a new way of 

identifying and testing solutions to enhance educational opportunities.” 

 

-ENDS- 

 

About Vodafone Qatar Q.S.C 

Vodafone Qatar Q.S.C. ("Vodafone Qatar"), part of one of the world‟s largest 

telecommunications group, the Vodafone Group,  is the holder of the Second Public Mobile and 

Fixed Telecommunications Networks and Services License in the State of Qatar.   

 

Vodafone Qatar switched on its mobile network on 1 March 2009 and shortly after started 

delivering great value to its customers with a range of exciting products and services.  Having 

built a world class converged IP network, Vodafone launched fibre-based consumer and 

enterprise fixed-line services commercially in October 2012.  

 

Vodafone‟s objective is to be one of the most admired brands in Qatar and the Company is 

committed to providing world class telecommunications infrastructure to support Qatar National 

Vision 2030. Effective January 2015, Vodafone Qatar has become fully compliant with Islamic 

Sharia practices throughout its business, including commercial and financial operations. 

 

Please visit www.vodafone.qa for more details. 

 

For press enquiries, please contact: 

Lana Khachan, 

Media Relations Manager, Vodafone Qatar  

E-mail: lana.khachan@vodafone.com  

 

About Vodafone Foundation 
The Vodafone Foundation's Mobile for Good programme combines Vodafone's charitable giving 

and technology to make a difference in the world. Globally, the Vodafone Foundation supports 

projects that are focused on delivering public benefit through the use of mobile technology 

across the areas of health, education and disaster relief. The Vodafone Foundation invests in the 

http://www.vodafone.qa/
mailto:lana.khachan@vodafone.com


communities in which Vodafone operates and is at the centre of a network of global and local 

social investment programmes. The Vodafone Foundation is a UK registered charity, registered 

charity number 10989625. 

 


