
 

 

HEC Paris in Qatar Welcomes the Newly Appointed Dean of Home Campus 

Latest batch of HEC Executive MBA and Specialized Master in Strategic Business Unit Management 
(SBUM) graduates of HEC Paris in Qatar commended by Professor Peter Todd, newly appointed Dean of 

HEC Paris, and Professor Laoucine Kerbache, Dean & CEO of HEC Paris in Qatar 
 

 

Doha, Qatar – December 21, 2015: Prof. Laoucine Kerbache, Dean & CEO of HEC Paris in Qatar, 

welcomed Professor Peter Todd, the newly appointed Dean of HEC Paris, during his first visit to Doha.  

 

Professor Todd’s appointment took effect on 1 September 2015, succeeding Bernard Ramanantsoa, who 

had been the Dean of the French business school since 1995. HEC Paris is ranked number two worldwide 

in Executive Education by the Financial Times in 2015. 

 

Professor Todd’s visit to Doha is principally to attend the ceremony honoring the latest batch of 45 

graduates from the HEC Executive MBA and 49 graduates from the Specialized Master in Strategic 

Business Unit Management (SBUM) of HEC Paris in Qatar, which is a member of Qatar Foundation.  

 

His Excellency Eric Chevallier, the Ambassador of France to Qatar, along with representatives of Total, 

Commercial Bank of Qatar (CBQ), Ooredoo, Qatar Petroluem (QP), Qatar Foundation (QF) and other 

universities within Education City joined HEC Paris’ officials in honoring the graduates. 

 

Meanwhile, during a VIP Alumni lunch attended by 15 VIP alumni including the President of the GCC 

Alumni Chapter from Dubai, Mr. Mahdi Al Amine Fachtali, attendees discussed how the HEC Paris 

Alumni network can help implement the school’s strategy. They also focused on measures that can be 

taken in order to keep HEC Paris alumni, especially in this region, better connected. 

 

With the number of HEC Executive MBA and SBUM graduates increasing at an impressive rate, the cap 

of 252 graduates in Qatar has been reached.  Accordingly, a Qatar Alumni Bureau has been created. 

 



“You are now a graduate of HEC Paris, a wonderful school with a worldwide reputation. You represent 

today the excellence and diversity at the heart of our institution, having met the stringent requirements 

of studying here,” Professor Todd said. “Thanks to the dedication you have shown in committing to 

academic excellence throughout the entirety of your program, you are now able to face new 

challenges.” 

 

For his part, Professor Kerbache commented: “It is a great honor to welcome Professor Peter Todd in 

Qatar. His visit serves as an affirmation of the close coordination between our activities in Paris and in 

Doha, specifically in terms of ensuring the high quality standards of teaching, research and learning at 

HEC Paris.” 

 

“I wish to extend my heartfelt congratulations to the Class of 2015. As I wish them more success in their 

professional careers, I am confident that they will contribute to value creation and better performances 

in their respective organizations,” he added. “I also would like to recognize the key role of the HEC Paris 

in Qatar faculty and staff for their continuous efforts in implementing our mission of developing the 

future leaders from Qatar and the region.” 

 

For more than 25 years, Professor Todd has been a renowned researcher and professor in the fields of 

innovation management and information technologies. With a PhD from the University of British 

Columbia, he has significant experience in managing degree programs (specifically MBA) and Executive 

Education programs.  

 

From 2005 to 2014, he was the Dean of the McGill Desautels Faculty of Management based in Montreal, 

Canada where he managed more than 200 colleagues, including 100 professors, as well as almost 2,500 

students. He also successfully undertook bold reforms that resulted in the development of a portfolio of 

programs, the internationalization of the school and the significant increase in the school’s ability to 

self‐finance. 
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Media inquiries: 

Salwa Ghorayeb 

Account Manager, Action Qatar 

Tel: 00974 44361499 

Email: salwa.g@actionprgroup.com 

 

 
 
 
Notes to Editors 

 

HEC Paris  

A leader in Europe, HEC Paris specializes in management education and research. Founded in 1881, HEC Paris 

offers a full, unique range of courses to the leaders of tomorrow, including: Masters Degrees, MBA, PhD, Executive 

MBA and TRIUM Global Executive MBA. In 2010, HEC Paris joined Qatar Foundation and brought world-class 

Executive Education programs and research activity to Doha and the region. By 1022, HEC Paris launched Qatar’s 

first international EMBA. The HEC Executive MBA (EMBA) is a part-time program that provides executives with a 

set of fundamental skills to expand their knowledge and leadership capabilities. In addition to the EMBA, HEC Paris 

provides in Qatar a Specialized Master Degree in Strategic Business Unit Management. The institution also offers 

non-degree management programs for executives, in the form of open enrolment programs as well as custom-

designed programs for individual companies. It has also introduced bespoke executive management programs for 

Family Owned Businesses (FOB) that are designed to meet the specific and individual needs of each client and are 

aimed at key decision makers, from Board level to middle management. The programs and research activities of 

HEC Paris in Qatar build corporate competitiveness within the global economy and are fully aligned with Qatar 

National Vision 2030 to support the transformation of Qatar into an advanced, competitive and knowledge-based 

economy. Accordingly, HEC Paris has opened a Research Office that has resulted in a number of innovative and 

original articles being published in renowned academic journals and presented at international conferences. In 

2015, HEC Paris was ranked number two worldwide in Executive Education by the influential UK-based Financial 

Times media group. http://www.exed.hec.edu/hec-qatar 

 

Qatar Foundation 

Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development is a private, non-profit organization that 

serves the people of Qatar by supporting and operating programs in three core mission areas: education, science 

and research, and community development. The Foundation strives to nurture the future leaders of Qatar. By 

example and by sharing its experience, the Foundation also contributes to human development nationally, 

regionally, and internationally. In all of its activities, the Foundation promotes a culture of excellence in Qatar and 

furthers its role in supporting an innovative and open society that aspires to develop sustainable human capacity, 

social, and economic prosperity for a knowledge-based economy. http://www.qf.org.qa/ 
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