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Sidra Medicine honors nurses on GCC Nurses Day 
 

Doha, Qatar, 13 March 2018 – Sidra Medicine recognized GCC Nurses Day with staff celebrations on 
Tuesday, highlighting the work of its nursing team to transform care for children, young people and women in 
Qatar. The occasion was a time to celebrate the important role nurses play as part of multidisciplinary teams 
at Sidra Medicine and highlight the progress of profiling nursing as a career of choice.  
 
During the event, Sidra Medicine Deputy Chief Nursing Officer Deborah Kelly thanked her colleagues for the 
critical work they do on behalf of patients every day, saying: “Our goal for nursing at Sidra Medicine is to 
ensure our patients have access to a world-class nursing and midwifery team. To that end, we have gathered 
a multicultural team of nurses and nurse practitioners who’ve joined us from all over the world to care for the 
women and children of Qatar. They are truly the ones who make personalized care possible by getting to 
know the patient and their needs better than anyone.” 
 
The celebrations, also sought to highlight the work Sidra Medicine has undertaken to educate the community 
about the importance of nursing as a profession and encourage more Qataris to pursue a career in nursing. 
Awards were also handed out to nurses who exemplified excellence in their roles. 
 
Speaking at the event, Nurse Nouf Al Kuwari, who was one of the first Qatari nurses to join Sidra Medicine, 
said: “Becoming a nurse is a privilege. You are entrusted with returning a person back to health. There’s no 
greater responsibility and we are starting to see the community in Qatar recognize the value of nursing as a 
career. My colleagues and I spend a lot of time going to schools and meeting with students and their parents 
to help dispel any lingering misconceptions and encourage more people to study to become a nurse.”  
 
Maryam Al Neama, a nurse who works in the children’s Post-Anesthesia Care Unit (PACU) at Sidra Medicine 
added, “Nurses are essential members of any care team and are the first point of contact for patients and 
their families, positioning them as the voice of the patient. I have personally found the experience humbling 
and rewarding. The growing need for quality patient-centric care in Qatar makes now the best time for more 
Qatari nurses to join the ranks of this esteemed profession.” 
 
Together with partners at the University of Calgary in Qatar (UC-Q), Sidra Medicine has been heavily involved 
in profiling the benefits and opportunities a career in nursing offers. The organization currently sponsors six 
Qatari students studying at UC-Q as part of the Bedayati Program — a one-year New Graduate Nurse 
program designed to attract national nurses to Sidra Medicine. It supports the transition of Qatari nurse 
students to their professional role at Sidra Medicine. Once onboard, Qatari nurses embark on a progressive 
career path, which encourages them to develop, complete their masters and serve by example in promoting 
the role of nurses in healthcare.  
 
Sidra Medicine is also pioneering the Nurse Practitioner (NP) profession, currently employing 25 NPs from the 
US and the UK. NPs, who have earned a Master’s Degree in Nursing, are able to prescribe medicine, order 
tests and diagnose conditions in collaboration with the doctor. NPs can also train to perform minor procedures 
in the operating room. 
 
“As we ramp up operations through mid-2018, the medical teams at Sidra Medicine continue to rely heavily 
on our strong nursing team to provide the best care possible to our patients. We are proud beyond words to 
have gathered such an incredible group of people, with endless compassion and skill and are committed to 
encouraging others to follow suit,” added Sidra Medicine’s Deborah Kelly  
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The top five things Qatar needs to know about Sidra Medicine: 
 

1. Sidra Medicine is a specialty children’s, young people and women’s healthcare organization, and 
forms an integral part of the dynamic education, research, and community development environment 
at Qatar Foundation (QF).   

2. Sidra Medicine will provide comprehensive specialist healthcare services for children and young 
people and maternity care for the women of Qatar. Sidra Medicine includes an outpatient clinic, a 
main hospital and a research institution. It is also an academic medical center. 

3. Sidra Medicine main hospital currently accepts inpatient admissions BY REFERRAL and APPOINTMENT 
ONLY.  For more details, please call: 4003 3333. 

4. The Emergency Department at Sidra Medicine is NOT OPEN. More services will become available 
including the opening of the Emergency Department during the course of 2018. 

5. As a member of QF, and through strong partnerships with leading institutions in Qatar and around 
the world, Sidra Medicine helps to position Qatar as a leading center of excellence for healthcare 
globally.  As a landmark project located within Education City, Sidra Medicine is emblematic of Qatar 
Foundation’s investment in the health and well-being of Qatar’s community.  

 
 Notes to editors 

• Sidra Medicine’s mission is to be a beacon of learning, discovery and exceptional care, ranked among 
the top academic medical centers in the world. 

• Sidra Medicine will provide world-class healthcare services for children, young people and women in 
Qatar and internationally. 

• Sidra Medicine includes an outpatient clinic, a main hospital and a research institution. It is also an 
academic medical center. 

• Sidra Medicine, a member of Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development, 
represents the vision of Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser who serves as its Chairperson.  

• Sidra Medicine’s values are trust, care, teamwork, transparency, innovation and efficiency  
• Sidra Medicine’s research program will help develop ground-breaking treatments, technologies and 

techniques, especially in the areas of Maternal Fetal Medicine, Genetics and Genomics and Maternal 
Diabetes and Metabolic Syndromes 

• Once fully operational, Sidra Medicine: 
o Will become the leading children’s hospital in Qatar.  
o Will be the only specialist center treating pregnant women with fetal complications. 
o Will handle 275,000 outpatient appointments, 11,000 procedures, 100,000 emergency 

attendances and deliver over 9,000 babies. 
o Will feature 140 clinic rooms, 10 operating theatres, 400 beds, 100 per cent single rooms with a 

private bathroom, a birthing center and emergency department. 
o Will employ 2,000 nurses, 600 doctors and 800 other health care professionals, as well as 

administrative staff. 
• Sidra Medicine outpatient services launched on 1 May 2016 and now operates 47 clinics and services 

for children, young people including maternity care for the women of Qatar. 
• Sidra Medicine is located in Education City, Doha. 
• For further information, please visit http://www.sidra.org/  
 

 
 


