
 
 

QNL AND UNESCO CELEBRATE FIRST INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR 
UNIVERSAL ACCESS TO INFORMATION 

Event Focused on Preservation of Knowledge and Safeguarding of Documentary Material 

Doha, Qatar, 1 October 2016: Qatar National Library (QNL), in cooperation with the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Doha Office and the Qatar 
National Commission to UNESCO, celebrated the first International Day for Universal Access to 
Information on 28th September.  

The event focused on the importance of access to information to build inclusive knowledge-
based societies through the preservation of knowledge and the safeguarding of documentary 
material in Qatar. It was open to the public and was held at Georgetown University School of 
Foreign Service in Qatar (GU-Q). 

The celebration featured a live demonstration of the digitisation process used by QNL to digitise 
rare documentary materials, as well as a presentation about QNL’s Digital Library and the 
Library’s Open Access Author Fund.  

Dr Claudia Lux, Project Director of Qatar National Library, said: “QNL is honoured to have 
teamed up with UNESCO Doha Office to celebrate this important day, which represents one of 
the library’s core values; QNL is committed to providing the local community with free access to 
a wide range of information resources, whether currently in the digital form or in digital and 
print forms in the future.”  

Dr Anna Paolini, UNESCO Representative to the Arab States of the Gulf and Yemen and Director 
of UNESCO Doha Office, added: “The International Day for Universal Access to Information is an 
occasion to celebrate and further develop the potential of information to help meet the 
objectives of the Sustainable Development Goals for 2030, and, in particular, the SDG target of 
16.10, which calls for ensuring public access to information and protection of fundamental 
freedoms.”  

Dr Hamda Al Sulaiti, Secretary General of Qatar National Commission to UNESCO, added: “The 
celebration is part of UNESCO’s efforts to promote universal access to information and 
knowledge, to ensure that the world's invaluable documentary heritage belongs to all and to 
assist member states in harnessing the new opportunities of the information age to create 
equitable societies.” 

This year marks the inaugural International Day for Universal Access to Information, as per the 
resolution adopted by the 38th session of UNESCO General Conference in November 2015.  



 
 

As a member of Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development (QF), 
QNL supports QF’s mission to unlock human potential by preserving the nation’s heritage for 
future generations.  

 

Image Caption: 

Image 1: Mr Abdulla Al-Kubaisi, Head of Arabic and Islamic Affairs Department of the Qatar 

National Committee for Education, Culture and Science. 

Image 2: Dr Claudia Lux, Project Director of Qatar National Library.  

Image 3: Dr Anna Paolini, UNESCO Representative to the Arab States of the Gulf and Yemen and 

Director of UNESCO Doha Office. 

Image 4: Live demonstration by QNL Digitization Center. 
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Qatar National Library – Bridging with knowledge Qatar’s and the Arab and 
Islamic world’s heritage and future. 

Qatar National Library (QNL) is a non-profit organisation under the umbrella of Qatar 
Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development (QF). QNL is supporting Qatar 
on its journey from a carbon-based economy to knowledge-based economy by providing 
resources to students, researchers, and the community in Qatar. It was announced in 
November 2012 by Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Chairperson of Qatar Foundation 
for Education, Science and Community Development.  

QNL carries out its mission through three functions: National Library, University and Research 
Library, and a Metropolitan Public Library of the digital age. The National Library function 
collects and provides access to global knowledge relevant to Qatar and the region. It also 
collects, preserves, and provides access to heritage content and materials about Qatar and the 
region. The University and Research Library function supports education and research at all 
levels by providing printed and digital library materials for students and researchers. 
Metropolitan Public Library delivers library services and information for everyone to enjoy 
reading, meet people, and become information literate. 



 
 

Website: www.qnl.qa 
Twitter: @QNLib 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheQatarNationalLibrary 
 
Qatar National Library ’s Media Contact:  

Gihan M. Baraka 
Head of Library Relations & Communications 
Telephone: +974 4454 6034 
Email: gbaraka@qf.org.qa 
 
Kummam Al-Maadeed 
Public and Media Relations Specialist 
Telephone: +974 6677 3570 
Email: kmaadeed@qf.org.qa  
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