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WORLD INNOVATION SUMMIT FOR HEALTH ANNOUNCES KEYNOTE SPEAKER LARRY SUMMERS

Harvard University’s President Emeritus to Discuss the Future of Aid and Investing in Global Health

Doha, Qatar, 8 October 2016: The World Innovation Summit for Health (WISH) has announced Dr
Lawrence H Summers as a keynote speaker for its 2016 Summit.

Dr Summers is the Charles W Eliot University Professor and President Emeritus at Harvard
University. Dr Summers has served as Secretary of the Treasury, Director of the White House
National Economic Council, President of Harvard University, and Chief Economist of the World
Bank.

Dr Summers will discuss the future of aid with a particular focus on investing in global health.
He will draw on the key lessons from other sectors, including education and food aid. Dr
Summers will consider the ongoing, dangerous neglect of global functions and examine the
implications this has for research and development of new medicines, vaccines, and
diagnostics; and also policy and implementation research for flu pandemic preparedness and
antimicrobial resistance. Most of the world’s poor now live in “pockets of poverty” in middle-
income countries, and Dr Summers will make the case for supporting global functions as a way
to reach these impoverished populations.

Dr Summers is a passionate advocate for innovation in healthcare. During his presidency at
Harvard, he launched a major effort to make Boston, and Cambridge in particular, the global
leader in life sciences research, with the formation of major programmes for stem cell research
and genomics. He also recently chaired the Commission on Global Health, lauded by the UN
Secretary General who noted that it “will bring more than health — it will bring equity, and
contribute to a life of dignity for all.”

Dr Summers will deliver his keynote address on 30" November, the second day of the WISH
Summit. Commenting on his inclusion in the programme he said: “In a few short years, WISH
has established itself as a forum that brings health policymakers from around the world
together with leaders in the academic community for frank discussions on emerging issues. |
particularly welcome - and look forward to participating in - the WISH 2016 agenda with its
substantial emphasis on the economic issues that will play an increasing role in health policy
discussions.”

Egbert Schillings, CEO of WISH, said: “Dr Summers has a distinctive voice in global policy and we
are delighted that his thoughts will add to the rich discussion at WISH. Now more than ever, his
measured tone and optimistic outlook are needed to provide a counter narrative to today’s
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dominant discourse of doom and gloom. He has said recently that the world is actually coming
together, not falling apart, which perfectly encapsulates the purpose and spirit of WISH.”

WISH, a global initiative of Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community
Development (QF), is a meeting point for thousands of high-level policymakers, academics, and
professionals. It has also evolved into a key platform for the dissemination of healthcare
innovation and best practices.

The WISH Summit, which takes place from 29" to 30™ November, will feature innovation
showcases from around the world that are shaping the design, delivery, and financing of care,
as well as a cohort of young innovators - emerging healthcare leaders under the age of 30 -
whose contributions to global health deserve wider recognition.

The WISH 2016 Summit will feature reports and nine panels that highlight and address some of
the world’s most pressing healthcare challenges, including Autism, Accountable Care,
Behavioral Insights, Cardiovascular Disease, Health Professional Education, Healthy Populations,
Investing in Health, Genomics in the Gulf Region and Islamic Ethics, and Precision Medicine.
Internationally-renowned experts will chair the discussions. WISH will also report on its impact,
locally and globally, on issues previously highlighted at the conference, such as diabetes and
patient safety.

For further information about WISH, please visit www.wish-gatar.org and Twitter @ WISHQatar.

Image Captions:

Image 1: Dr Lawrence H Summers, Charles W Eliot University Professor and President Emeritus
at Harvard University, is a keynote speaker for the 2016 WISH Summit.

ENDS
About the World Innovation Summit for Health:

The World Innovation Summit for Health (WISH) is a global healthcare community dedicated to
capturing and disseminating the best evidence-based ideas and practices. WISH is an initiative of Qatar
Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development (QF) and is under the patronage of Her
Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, its Chairperson.

The inaugural WISH Summit took place in Doha in 2013 and convened more than 1,000 global
healthcare leaders. Through international summits and a range of ongoing initiatives, WISH is creating a
global community of leading innovators in healthcare policy, research and industry.

Together, they are harnessing the power of innovation to overcome the world’s most urgent healthcare
challenges and inspire other stakeholders to action.
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Qatar Foundation — Unlocking Human Potential

Qatar Foundation for Education, Science, and Community Development (QF) is a private, non-profit
organization that is supporting Qatar on its journey from a carbon economy to knowledge economy by
unlocking human potential, for the benefit of not only Qatar, but the world. Founded in 1995 by His
Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the Father Amir, QF is chaired by Her Highness Sheikha
Moza bint Nasser.

QF’s work encompasses education, research and community development. World-class universities are
brought to Qatar to help create an education sector in which young people can develop the attitudes
and skills required for a knowledge economy. At the same time, QF builds Qatar's innovation and
technology capacity by developing and commercializing solutions through key sciences. The Foundation
also works to foster a progressive society while enhancing cultural life, protecting Qatar’s heritage and
addressing immediate social needs in the community.

For a complete list of QF's initiatives and projects, visit http://www.gf.org.qa



http://www.qf.org.qa/

