
 

 

 

 

WISE COLLABORATES WITH MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND HIGHER EDUCATION TO 
SUPPORT SCHOOL LEADERS 

Four-Part Workshop Series Designed to Drive Sustainable Change  

Doha, Qatar, 6 October 2016 - The World Innovation Summit for Education (WISE) 
recently held the first workshop of its Empowering Leaders of Learning programme.  

The programme comprises four immersion workshops to be held over a period of 
eight months. It is intended to strengthen leadership capabilities and accelerate 
improvements in teaching and learning in 18 independent primary schools that form 
a partnership with the Ministry of Education and Higher Education called the 
Maharaty. Ninety senior leaders from these schools have been invited to take part in 
the programme, made possible in part by ExxonMobil Qatar.  

The one-day inaugural session at the Marriot Marquis City Center Doha Hotel was 
led by Dr Asmaa Al-Fadala, Director of Research, WISE. Dr Al-Fadala previously 
worked with Dr Simon Breakspear, founder and CEO of Australian-based Agile 
Schools, on a similar programme that supported Qatar Foundation school leaders 
with strategies and tools to drive sustainable change in teaching practices. The 
programme has now been extended to these independent primary schools.  

The overarching objective of the programme is to support the schools themselves in 
creating solutions towards further improvement. The workshop series aims to 
complement this objective by encouraging educators to pursue an evidence-
informed focus and learn from research on effective teaching practices to improve 
their student learning outcomes.  

Participants were given a set of tasks to carry out in their respective schools before 
the second workshop, to be held from 11th – 12th December 2016. These tasks 
include teacher team building, using student work samples and exercises to collect 
evidence and identify concerns, and identifying improved current practices that can 
be emulated.  

The third and fourth workshops will take place in 2017. The final goal for the 
participants is to develop strategies to spread high-impact practices to a greater 
number of teachers and schools. 

The programme reflects the continued goal of WISE, part of Qatar Foundation for 
Education, Science and Community Development (QF), in supporting government 
school principals and administrators in Qatar through collaboration, sharing their 
experiences, and benefiting from specialist advice.   



 

 

 

Image Captions: 

Image 1: Dr Asmaa Al-Fadala, Director of Research, WISE, addresses participants at the 

recently held workshop for school leaders  

 

ENDS 

About the World Innovation Summit for Education: 

WISE was established by Qatar Foundation in 2009 under the leadership of its 
Chairperson, Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser.  WISE is an international, 
multi-sectoral platform for creative thinking, debate, and purposeful action.  WISE is 
a global reference in new approaches to education.  As a testament to QF’s 
commitment to a knowledge economy, WISE is promoting a range of on-going 
programs toward building the future of education through empowerment and 
collaboration. 

About Ministry of Education and Higher Education Maharaty:  

The Maharaty project (formerly known as LitNum) is an initiative founded by HE 
Sheikha Hind bint Hamad al-Thani, in 2014, and functions under the Ministry of 
Education and Higher Education. Maharaty is a partnership between the ministry 
and 18 independent primary schools in Qatar established to help improve 
performance in Arabic and English literacy and numeracy through a number of 
initiatives.   

Maharaty is a comprehensive program that has been designed to work with as many 
stakeholders as possible to ensure that the children are fully supported in their 
learning journey. This includes the development and provision of assessments, 
lesson plans and accompanying materials, school leadership, coordinator and 
teacher training, one-to-one coaching for teachers in the schools, forums for 
principals, parents and school social workers, and participation in community events. 

 

 

 

 


