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QATAR FOUNDATION GRADUATE PLANS TO EXPAND BUSINESS
GLOBALLY

Doha, Qatar, May 1, 2018 — Virginia Commonwealth University School of the Arts in Qatar
(VCUarts Qatar), the first international university to establish a branch campus in Education City,
recently marked the 20th anniversary of its partnership with Qatar Foundation (QF).

Since its inauguration in 1998, hundreds of students have graduated from VCUarts Qatar with
degrees in various specializations including fashion design, graphic design, interior design,
painting and printmaking, and art history.

Joining fellow graduates in passing through the ‘Door to the Future’ at QF’s Convocation
ceremony today was Maryam Fahad Al-Majid, a Qatari entrepreneur, who has utilized the skills
she acquired at university to turn her childhood passion into a business reality.

“The exposure | received across different platforms with the help of Qatar Foundation gave me
the edge and the courage to convert my hobby into a business. With the skills | learned at VCUarts
Qatar during my freshman year | was able to plan and strategize my ideas,” said Al-Majid, who is
graduating from VCUarts Qatar with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Fashion Design.

Al-Majid, whose main priority so far has been to complete her studies and obtain her degree,
believes hard work, dedication, and passion are three components that form the basis of any
successful business, and that the time has now come to expand her business internationally.

“My immediate plan following graduation is to take my business, ‘Wrapping Station,” to a global
level. | want to showcase to the world that wrapping is an art and not just covering gifts with
paper or fabric. With the enthusiasm and passion | put into my work, | hope for my business to
continue flourishing; it’s part of my bigger dream,” said Al-Majid.

“When | started my wrapping business, there were hardly any proper wrapping shops in Qatar,
but now even flower shops have started to wrap gifts. Competition is what makes people
innovative and | look forward to taking my skills and creativity further to show customers that
they don’t have to settle for anything less,” said Al-Majid.

Al-Majid’s passion for gift-wrapping, along with her love for fashion design, set the stage for her
when it came to choosing the right materials for fabric wrapping. It was on a trip to Japan when
Al-Majid came across ‘Furoshiki,’ an eco-friendly cloth used by the Japanese to wrap gifts.
Furoshiki wrappings were widely popular before the surge of plastic and paper wrappings in
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Japan, and it is considered an elegant and sophisticated way of wrapping gifts. When Al-Majid
launched her business, she applied the Furoshiki method and other techniques she learnt in
university.

“All that I've learned in these four years has translated into the work | produce today, both as a
fashion designer and businesswoman. With a single touch, I’'m now able to tell whether or not a
piece of fabric is stiff enough to hold a bow in place. Even when it comes to choosing specific
colors, for example, those that are peaceful or those that make you feel a certain way, take gift
wrapping or arrangements to another level,” said Al-Majid.
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Qatar Foundation — Unlocking Human Potential

Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development (QF) is a non-profit
organization that supports Qatar on its journey to becoming a diversified and sustainable
economy. QF strives to serve the people of Qatar and beyond by providing specialized programs
across its innovation-focused ecosystem of education, science and research, and community
development.

QF was founded in 1995 by His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the Father Emir, and
Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, who shared the vision to provide Qatar with quality
education. Today, QF's world-class education system offers lifelong learning opportunities to
community members as young as six months through to doctoral level, enabling graduates to
thrive in a global environment and contribute to the nation’s development.

QF is also creating a multidisciplinary innovation hub in Qatar, where homegrown researchers
are working to address local and global challenges. By promoting a culture of lifelong learning
and fostering social engagement through programs that embody Qatari culture, QF is committed
to empowering the local community and contributing to a better world for all.

For a complete list of QF’s initiatives and projects, visit www.gf.org.qa



