
 

H.E. SHEIKHA HIND MEETS SENIOR UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS AND EDUCATION 
INNOVATORS ON U.S. VISIT 

Visit Reflects QF’s Commitment to Innovation in Education 

Doha, Qatar, January 14, 2017: Her Excellency Sheikha Hind bint Hamad Al Thani, Vice Chairperson and 
CEO of Qatar Foundation (QF), and Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of Hamad bin Khalifa University 
(HBKU), met senior officials from QF’s partner universities during a recent five-day visit to the United 
States.  

The visit, which took place last week, served as an opportunity to strengthen international ties in the 
field of education to help continue building a diversified and sustainable economy in Qatar. The tour 
included meetings with Cornell University, Texas A&M University, Virginia Commonwealth University, 
Northwestern University, Carnegie Mellon University, Georgetown University, HEC Paris, and University 
College London (UCL). 

Commenting on the visit, Her Excellency Sheikha Hind said: “At Qatar Foundation everything starts with 
education, it’s how we began. We’re committed to the concept of lifelong learning, and to providing an 
ecosystem where education can impact the life of every person.”  

In 2008, QF celebrated its first convocation, and in 2016, its cohort of graduates included 650 students, 
with a large number of alumni now pursuing rewarding careers and contributing to Qatar’s sustainable 
development.  

Highlighting the importance of QF’s multidisciplinary learning environment – Education City – in 
producing graduates who serve the needs of Qatar, Her Excellency said: “Through our partnership 
model with international universities, we have brought top-ranking programs and specializations to 
Education City in the areas of priority to Qatar. We’re currently witnessing impressive outcomes as a 
result of the efforts exerted by our students and graduates, which are helping to transform Qatar into 
an international center for innovation excellence.” 

H.E. Sheikha Hind also visited a number of innovative educational, philanthropic and research 
organizations and centers, including Google Jigsaw, Spark!Lab, and the Institute of Play, where she 
connected with likeminded entities to QF in a bid to encourage knowledge sharing and promote 
intercultural exchange.  
 
Commenting on these visits, she said: “At QF, we believe innovation in education is vital for success in 
an ever-evolving world. We therefore continuously strive to reimagine the academic landscape in Qatar 
in order to build creative educational strategies that will equip today’s young men and women with the 
skills, knowledge, and tools to help them face the challenges of tomorrow.”  
 



 

Concluding her tour, H.E. visited Qatar Foundation International’s (QFI) flagship Arabic language 
program at Washington Latin Public Charter School. QFI, a U.S.-based member of QF, is dedicated to 
Arabic language and culture education for students and teachers across the world. The initiative 
currently supports more than 24 schools in the U.S. and more than 2,500 students. 

Image Captions: 

Image 1: Her Excellency Sheikha Hind bint Hamad Al Thani at the Smithsonian National Museum of 
American History. 

Image 2: Her Excellency Sheikha Hind learning about Apple’s desktop icon design methodology used in 
the late 1970s. 

Image 3: Her Excellency Sheikha Hind with Mr. Michael Rao, President of Virginia Commonwealth 
University, during a visit to the Center for the Creative Economy on VCU’s main campus.  

Image 4: Her Excellency Sheikha Hind attending the Presidents Council in Washington D.C.  

Image 5: Her Excellency Sheikha Hind greeted by students from Washington Latin Public Charter School, 
part of Qatar Foundation International’s (QFI) flagship Arabic Language and Arab Culture (ALAC) 
program. 

 

-ENDS- 

Qatar Foundation – Unlocking Human Potential 

Qatar Foundation for Education, Science, and Community Development (QF) is a private, non-profit 
organisation that is supporting Qatar on its journey from carbon economy to knowledge economy by 
unlocking human potential, for the benefit of not only Qatar, but the world. QF was co-founded in 1995 
by His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the Father Amir, and Her Highness Sheikha Moza 
bint Nasser, Qatar Foundation’s Chairperson. QF’s work encompasses education, research and 
community development. World-class universities are brought to Qatar to help create an education 
sector in which young people can develop the attitudes and skills required for a knowledge economy.  

At the same time, QF builds Qatar's innovation and technology capacity by developing and 
commercialising solutions through key sciences. The Foundation also works to foster a progressive 
society while enhancing cultural life, protecting Qatar’s heritage and addressing immediate social needs 
in the community. 



 

For a complete list of QF’s initiatives and projects, visit http://www.qf.org.qa 
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