
 

DIGITAL LIBRARY OF THE MIDDLE EAST PROTOTYPE  
FEDERATES CULTURAL HERITAGE MATERIALS WORLDWIDE 

Developed in Partnership with the Antiquities Coalition, Qatar National Library, and 
Stanford Libraries 

Doha, Qatar, January 31, 2018—The Council on Library and Information Resources (CLIR) today 
released a prototype proof of concept for the Digital Library of the Middle East (DLME). The 
prototype was developed in partnership with the Antiquities Coalition, Qatar National Library 
(QNL) – a member of Qatar Foundation – and Stanford Libraries, and in service to and 
collaboration with institutional and individual collaborators throughout the Middle East and 
Northern Africa (MENA) region. 

Created with funding from the Whiting Foundation, the current prototype includes some 
135,000 objects. The DLME will ultimately encompass text, video, photographs, archives, 
manuscripts, 3-D data, and maps illuminating the region’s history over 12 millennia, curated by 
scholars, specialists, and members of the living and vital cultures it represents. The platform, 
developed by Stanford Libraries, allows for the display of information in Romanized or Arabic 
forms.  

“A digital bridge, like the successful platform prototype of the DLME, is a multidimensional 
bond, bringing together many countries, people, and perspectives to collectively celebrate the 
preservation, access, sustainability, and wonder of our cultural heritage,” said Charles Henry, 
President, CLIR. 

DLME partners include cultural heritage organizations worldwide, who aim to contribute to a 
globally available resource that provides detailed descriptions and images of artifacts, along 
with culturally nuanced information about the objects’ histories and provenance. Scholars in 
Cairo, schoolchildren in California and Ankara, travelers from Buenos Aires, and customs agents 
fighting artifact-trafficking in Singapore, among others, will benefit from access to the DLME. 

"Through close collaborations with the stewards of the cultural heritage of the Middle East, the 
DLME aspires to bring the full richness of that long history to students, teachers, scholars, and 
citizens throughout the region and around the world,” said Daniel Reid, Executive Director,  
Whiting Foundation. “This proof-of-concept has been a crucial first step in building the technical 
infrastructure and beginning to establish the many partnerships necessary to achieve this 
important ambition. 

“The intellectual leadership of our regional partners is essential to the project’s success,” said 
Peter Herdrich, Co-founder, the Antiquities Coalition, and a principal investigator on the grant 
project. “The UN calls inventory creation, digitization, and access a first step in protecting 
cultural heritage collections from looting and illicit trafficking, and that’s exactly what we intend 
to collaborate on.”  



 

“Cultural preservation through digitization and widespread access to information about the 
Middle East region have never been more important. The DLME will play a fundamental role in 
raising awareness and advancing understanding of the MENA region’s cultural heritage. At Qatar 
National Library we are delighted to see the prototype come into being,” said Dr. Sohair 
Wastawy, Executive Director, QNL.  

In conjunction with the launch, sample exhibits and case studies are being curated for the 
website, at dlme.clir.org. The first planned exhibits focus on Egyptian and Near Eastern female 
figurines, Qatar’s maritime history and heritage, and on how the DLME supports cultural 
heritage preservation. The case study recounts Egyptologist Jacco Dieleman’s discovery, made 
using the prototype, of papyrus fragments that had not been indexed in other papyrological 
resources, and illustrates the kind of discovery that the DLME hopes to reveal for users around 
the world. 

The prototype builds on results from an earlier planning grant from The Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation. For more information on the DLME, visit dlme.clir.org. 

ENDS 

The Council on Library and Information Resources (CLIR) is an independent, nonprofit 
organization that forges strategies to enhance research, teaching, and learning environments in 
collaboration with libraries, cultural institutions, and communities of higher learning. CLIR 
promotes forward-looking collaborative solutions that transcend disciplinary, institutional, 
professional, and geographic boundaries in support of the public good. Among CLIR’s programs 
and a core DLME contributor is the Digital Library Federation, an international network of 
member institutions and robust community of practice advancing research, learning, social 
justice, and the public good through the creative design and wise application of digital library 
technologies. 

The Antiquities Coalition is leading the global fight against cultural racketeering—the looting and 
illicit trade in antiquities by organized criminals and terrorist organizations. The Coalition’s 
innovative and practical solutions tackle crimes against heritage head on, empowering 
communities and countries in crisis. 

Qatar National Library (QNL), a member of the Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and 
Community Development, acts as a steward of Qatar’s national heritage by collecting, 
preserving and making available the country’s recorded history. In its role as a research library 
with a preeminent heritage collection, QNL fosters and promotes greater global insight into the 
history and culture of the Gulf region. As a public library, QNL provides equal access for all 
Qatari residents to an environment that supports creativity, independent decision-making and 
cultural development. Through all its functions, QNL provides leadership to the country’s library 
and cultural heritage sector. 

Stanford Libraries is more than a cluster of libraries; it connects people with information by 
providing diverse resources, digital scholarship support and services to the academic community 
worldwide. The Libraries includes a world-class collection of books/ebooks, journals, films, 

https://dlme.clir.org/
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https://www.diglib.org/
https://theantiquitiescoalition.org/
http://www.qnl.qa/
http://library.stanford.edu/


 

maps, databases and led the development on digital tools that enable students, faculty and 
scholars to access hundreds of thousands of items from its collections as well as from partner 
institutions around the world.  

The Whiting Foundation supports literature and the humanities. We believe that it is imperative 
that the collective treasures of history and memory be passed on to the future with as little loss 
as we can manage. Recognizing that irreplaceable cultural heritage is being destroyed at an 
alarming rate around the globe, we are committed to supporting local stewards of human 
culture around the globe as part of this shared endeavor. 
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