&b ST T e

Qatar Foundation

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

REACH OUT TO ASIA AND MSHEIREB PROPERTIES HONOR
VOLUNTEERS AND DIGITAL CHAMPIONS FROM LANDMARK
MIGRANT WORKERS PROGRAM

Doha, Qatar, December 30, 2015: Reach Out to Asia (ROTA), a member of Qatar Foundation for
Education, Science and Community Development (QF), and Msheireb Properties, a subsidiary of QF,
honored volunteers and Digital Champions from their landmark ‘Better Connections’ program.
Initiated by ictQATAR, the project aims to educate low-income workers in Qatar by teaching them
essential Information and Communication Technology (ICT) skills.

As a member of QF, ROTA works towards empowering human capabilities to foster a progressive
and sustainable society in-line with the Human and Social Development Pillars of the Qatar National
Vision 2030.

Since ROTA joined the Better Connections program at the beginning of April 2015, 65 volunteers
from the local community have been trained by ROTA to educate workers in various locations in
Qatar. The volunteers have visited worker accommodations across Doha and helped to train more
than 300 Digital Champions in basic computer and internet communication skills.

These Digital Champions, who will be training the low skilled migrant workers on computer skills,
have been educated and empowered to go into their community and transfer their skills to other
workers in need. Through this innovative cascade model of training, the program is expected to
reach over 4,000 low-skilled workers in various companies in Qatar.

The Better Connections program is a national initiative by ictQATAR, organized in collaboration
with ROTA, Sheikh Thani bin Abdullah Al-Thani Foundation for Humanitarian Services (RAF), and
Microsoft Qatar. The program aims to bridge the digital gap and help migrant workers acquire key
technical skills. ROTA’s activities are sponsored by Msheireb Properties.

At a special event to honor the volunteers and Digital Champions held on 30t December 2015,
Arwa Musaaed, ROTA Program Manager, said: "I want to congratulate every volunteer and Digital
Champion, and commend them for their vision and commitment in making the Better Connections
program a reality. By training Digital Champions, we are not only providing key skills, but we are
empowering them to share their knowledge and help shape their communities for the future. Hand-
in-hand with our partners and volunteers, we will continue to support low-income workers in
Qatar, helping them develop key skills and stay connected to the community."
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Paul Gerhard, ROTA ICT and Technology Specialist, said: "We want to applaud the fantastic efforts
of our volunteers in engaging and educating the migrant worker population in Qatar. The Better
Connections program will have a huge impact on the lives of transient laborers and their families,
providing crucial communication and IT skills."

Eng. Abdulla Hassan Al-Mehshadi, CEO of Msheireb Properties said: “We are honored to be
collaborating with Reach Out ToAsia on such an important initiative. As an organization dedicated
to the fulfillment of Qatar National Vision 2030, we fully endorse any activity that contributes to
that goal. The development and enhancement of skills and the provision of support for all staff are
synonymous with Msheireb, so to have the opportunity to promote this most vital of social
functions is one we welcome with great enthusiasm. We are certain that the promotion and
proliferation of these initiatives to transfer knowledge will have a hugely beneficial effect on our
community and on Qatar’s Economy as a whole."

The Better Connections program is one of the largest public-private partnerships in Qatar focused
on building the skills of low-income workers and providing them with access to the internet and
other technologies. The initiative was first launched by ictQATAR in May 2014, inking MoUs with
the Supreme Committee for Delivery & Legacy (SC), QF, and CH2ZM HILL International B.V. (CH2M).
In January 2015, additional MoUs were signed with ROTA, RAF, and Microsoft Qatar.

-ENDS-

For further media information and interview requests please contact:
Mohamed Abu Slima

Grayling

Telephone: +974 4405 3222

Email: mohamed.abuslima@grayling.com

About ROTA

Reach Out To Asia is a non-profit organisation launched in December 2005 in Doha, Qatar, by Her
Excellency Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani. Operating under the auspices of
the Qatar Foundation, ROTA is committed to providing high quality and relevant primary and
secondary education, encouraging relationships among communities, creating safe learning
environments and restoring education in crisis affected areas across Asia and around the world.
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ROTA envisions a world, where all young people have access to the education they need in order for
them to realise their full potential and shape the development of their communities.

For more information about Reach Out To Asia, please visit: www.reachouttoasia.org

About Qatar Foundation

Qatar Foundation - Unlocking Human Potential

Qatar Foundation for Education, Science, and Community Development (QF) is a private, non-profit
organisation that is supporting Qatar on its journey from carbon economy to knowledge economy
by unlocking human potential, for the benefit of not only Qatar, but the world. Qatar Foundation
was co-founded in 1995 by His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the Father Amir, and
Chairperson Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser.

QF’s work encompasses education, research and community development. World-class universities
are brought to Qatar to help create an education sector in which young people can develop the
attitudes and skills required for a knowledge economy. At the same time, QF builds Qatar's
innovation and technology capacity by developing and commercialising solutions through key
sciences. The Foundation also works to foster a progressive society while enhancing cultural life,
protecting Qatar’s heritage and addressing immediate social needs in the community.

For a complete list of QF’s initiatives and projects, visit http://www.gf.org.qa
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