
 
QATAR NATIONAL RESEARCH FUND ANNOUNCES PROGRAMME WINNERS AT 

ANNUAL RESEARCH CONFERENCE 2016 

Announcements Demonstrate QNRF’s Dedication To Investing In Cutting-Edge Research  

Doha, Qatar, 29 March 2016: Qatar National Research Fund (QNRF) has announced the awardees of 
its flagship National Priorities Research Program (NPRP), and of its inaugural Path towards 
Personalized Medicine (PPM) grant.  

The announcements came during the Qatar Foundation Annual Research Conference (ARC’16), 
which was held at the Qatar National Convention Centre last week. QNRF, a member of Qatar 
Foundation Research and Development (QF R&D), presented grants to 89 research proposals across 
18 institutions in Qatar for the ninth cycle of the NPRP. The five awardees of the first cycle of PPM 
were also disclosed. 

Qatar University was the recipient of nearly 40 per cent of the NPRP awards, with 37 proposals 
receiving grants. Texas A&M University at Qatar (TAMUQ) was awarded for 16 proposals, while 
Qatar Environment and Energy Research Institute (QEERI) received awards for 11 proposals. The 
remaining research proposals were divided across a number of other institutions, including Weill 
Cornell Medicine-Qatar (WCM-Q), Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC), Hamad bin Khalifa University 
(HBKU), Sidra Medical and Research Center (Sidra), and Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. 

Nadine Younes, NPRP Programme Officer at QNRF, indicated that the majority of awarded proposals 
are aligned with the four pillars of the Qatar National Research Strategy. “The NPRP awarded 
proposals cover a wide spectrum of research areas such as engineering, water security, cyber 
security, road safety, diabetes, cancer, cardiovascular diseases, infectious diseases, and other 
research areas,” she explained.  

QNRF also announced the proposals awarded under one of its most recent initiatives, the first cycle 
of its new PPM grant, which falls under the Thematic and Grand Challenges Research Program 
(TGRP). Three proposals were awarded to Sidra, while one went to HMC and one to WCM-Q. The 
PPM focuses on supporting and advancing research that seeks to provide tailored healthcare for 
patients based on their genetic profile, to guide decisions made in regard to the prevention, 
diagnosis, and treatment of disease. It aims to achieve this goal through supporting, and benefiting 
from, the pilot phase of the Qatar Genome Programme (QGP).  

Dr Sadim Jawhar, Grand Challenges Programme Officer at QNRF, said: “The PPM represents the first 
funding initiative in Qatar which aims to support research designed to benefit the development of 
personalised medicine in Qatar. The awarded proposals covered some of the PPM first cycle specific 
priority areas of the grant, such as follow-up studies to the Qatar Genome Programme pilot 
sequencing effort and building definitive genetic and clinical epidemiology databases for Qatar.” 

QNRF’s Executive Director, Dr Abdul Sattar Al-Taie, said, “We are proud to announce the awards of 
the ninth cycle of the NPRP, and the first cycle of PPM, as they represent the continued endeavour 
of QNRF to support original research that serves the development and building of Qatar’s human 
capacity, and raising its research profile internationally.”  



 
Commenting on the NPRP and PPM grant announcements, Ms Noor Al-Merekhi, Director of 
Programmes at QNRF, said: “Year after year, we see the effect that QNRF has on the research 
culture in Qatar. This year, we see it clearly reflected in the quality of the awarded proposals.”  

By investing in cutting-edge research, QNRF is enhancing a scientific culture that supports Qatar 
Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development (QF) in its mission to build Qatar’s 
innovation and technology capacity, and helping the nation develop into a hub of excellence through 
QF’s science and research pillar, QF R&D. 

For more information about QNRF funding programmes, please visit: www.qnrf.org   

ENDS 

About Qatar Foundation Research and Development (QF R&D) 

Leading Qatar’s vision to become an international center for research and development excellence 
and innovation, QF R&D is home to Qatar Science & Technology Park, a world-class hub for 
technology innovation and commercialization, as well as Qatar National Research Fund, a globally 
renowned scientific research funding organization. 

About Qatar National Research Fund (QNRF) 

Driven by the aim of fostering a culture of research in Qatar, QNRF was established in 2006 to 
advance knowledge and education by acting as a support system for researchers. It is a member 
within the Research & Development establishment at Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and 
Community Development.  

QNRF administers funding for original, competitively selected research and furthers collaborations 
within academia, the public, private, governmental and non-governmental sectors through effective, 
mutually beneficial partnerships. While QNRF actively seeks internationally recognised researchers, 
it is dedicated to funding research that meets the needs of Qatar. For more information, visit: 
www.qnrf.org 
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