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Doha, July 30, 2018 – In their shared ambition to develop clean energy solutions to support Qatar’s 

national aspirations for the year 2030, Hamad Bin Khalifa University’s (HBKU) Qatar Environment and 

Energy Research Institute (QEERI) and Total Research Center – Qatar (TRC-Q) have signed a 

characterization and imaging support agreement to use the QEERI Core Lab facilities in order to provide 

materials analysis, characterization and research support required by TRC-Q. Notably, this agreement 

will also contribute towards enhancing the research-industry synergy in the country. 

The original agreement was signed by Dr. Marc Vermeersch, Executive Director, QEERI and Laurent 

Wolffsheim, Managing Director, Total E&P Golfe and Country Chair.  



 
 

 

 

Following this, a special ceremony to commemorate this partnership was held at the QEERI offices in 

the HBKU Research Complex, which was attended by senior management including Dr Veronica 

Bermudez, Senior Research Director for Energy at QEERI, Dr. Said Mansour, Director of Core Labs 

at QEERI and Yousef Al Jaber, Director of TRC-Q, as well as other executives from both companies. 

Commenting on the agreement, Dr. Vermeersch said: “TRC-Q is an organization 

that shares the same objectives as QEERI – to support Qatar in its mission to 

have sustainable sources of energy and to develop high value added products 

from its strategic resources. As such, this agreement is strategic for us, as 

the support we provide will catalyze collaboration with this key-stakeholder 

and contribute to making a tangible long-term impact for the country. By 

bringing together the world-class facilities and the expertise of our scientists 

with the technical know-how and knowledge of TRC-Q, we will be taking a step closer to our 

shared mission.” 

Furthermore, Mr. Yousef Al Jaber, TRC-Q Director, added: “The signing of this agreement marks 

the consolidation of a true partnership. We must be proud of this collaboration 

as it will enable TRCQ to locally research on data using state-of-the-art 

laboratories. 

I would like to express my sincere thanks to Dr. Marc Vermeersch and 

everyone involved at QEERI and TRCQ in making this agreement a reality. 

With good will, clear ambitions and a strong commitment to work together, I 

look forward to taking the next steps towards our common goal.” 

The collaborative work will contribute towards Total’s Exploration and Production and Refining and 

Chemicals research in Qatar. In accordance with recognized international standards and best practices, 

QEERI’s support services will be supervised by Dr. Mansour and the research will be conducted at the 

QEERI labs in the HBKU Research Complex. QEERI – one of HBKU’s three national research institutes 

is committed towards aiding Qatar to overcome its energy and water security grand challenges through 

targeted research and strategic development.  

 

About Hamad Bin Khalifa University 

Innovating Today, Shaping Tomorrow 

Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU), a member of Qatar Foundation for Education, Science, and 

Community Development (QF), was founded in 2010 as a research-intensive university that acts as a 

catalyst for transformative change in Qatar and the region while having global impact. Located in 

Education City, HBKU is committed to building and cultivating human capacity through an enriching 

academic experience, innovative ecosystem, and unique partnerships. HBKU delivers multidisciplinary 

undergraduate and graduate programs through its colleges, and provides opportunities for research 

and scholarship through its institutes and centers. For more information about HBKU, visit 

www.hbku.edu.qa. 

http://www.hbku.edu.qa/


 
 

 

About Total Qatar 

Qatar plays an important part in our history and in our future. In 2016, we celebrated 80 years of Total 

in Qatar, and this longstanding presence in the country is testament to the special partnership that we 

share. 

Active in all areas of Qatar’s oil and gas sector — exploration, production, refining, petrochemicals, and 

marketing of lubricants — we work with all our stakeholders to ensure that our activities consistently 

deliver economic, social and environmental growth. 

About Total Worldwide 

Total is a global integrated energy producer and provider, a leading international oil and gas company, 

and a major player in low-carbon energies. Our 98,000 employees are committed to better energy that 

is safer, cleaner, more efficient, more innovative and accessible to as many people as possible. As a 

responsible corporate citizen, we focus on ensuring that our operations in more than 130 countries 

worldwide consistently deliver economic, social and environmental benefits.  

 


