
 
 

ROTA DISCUSSES THE EDUCATION CHALLENGES AND 
OUTLOOKS IN THE SYRIAN CRISIS 

Sponsored by Qatar Charity with the participation of Fakhoora initiative 
Doha, Qatar, 27 December 2015: Mr. Essa Al-Mannai, Executive Director of Reach Out To Asia (ROTA), a 

member of Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development (QF), participated in 

panel discussions at the opening ceremony of the Watan 4th Annual Conference to discuss the 

educational challenges faced by the Syrian people.  

 

Sponsored by Qatar Charity, the conference took place from the 10th to 12th December 2015 in Istanbul, 

Turkey. As a member of QF, ROTA’s participation is aligned to its vision to unlock human potential to 

empower sustainable community development. ROTA supports QF’s mission to provide world-class 

education and to nurture the development of progressive societies by addressing urgent social needs.  

 
The three-day conference discussed the educational challenges faced by the Syrian refugees, along with 

the difficulties encountered by teachers in improving education in Syria, the importance of assessment 

to evaluate the current situation, and how other nations can contribute to improving the sector and 

providing possible solutions. 

 

The Watan Organization invited Mr Al Mannai and Mr. Farooq Burney, Director of the Fakhoora 

initiative, a subsidiary of global initiative Education Above All, to participate in the education workshop. 

Watan aims to reach the best mechanisms and methodologies for the implementation of the project 

"Education in Crisis", with the objective of training 5,000 teachers and reaching 100 thousand children. 

 

Speaking about ROTA’s participation in the conference, Mr Al Mannai commented: "ROTA’s priority is to 

help children and youth receive a high standard of education. We are here today to reaffirm our 

continued support to the Syrian people and to give them the peaceful future they dream of." 

 

Held under the slogan "Together", the conference took place with the participation of 350 leaders and 

decision-makers in the institutions of civil society in Syria and around the world, with the mandate to 

discuss the challenges facing the Syrian people and try to find innovative solutions to meet these 

challenges. 

 

-ENDS- 



 
 
 

For further media information and interview requests please contact:  

Kate Fox 

Grayling 

Telephone: +974 7775 9341  

Email: kate.fox@grayling.com 

About ROTA 

Reach Out To Asia is a non-profit organisation launched in December 2005 in Doha, Qatar, by Her Excellency 
Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani.  Operating under the auspices of the Qatar Foundation, ROTA 
is committed to providing high quality and relevant primary and secondary education, encouraging relationships 
among communities, creating safe learning environments and restoring education in crisis affected areas across 
Asia and around the world.  ROTA envisions a world, where all young people have access to the education they 
need in order for them to realise their full potential and shape the development of their communities. 

For more information about Reach Out To Asia, please visit: www.reachouttoasia.org 

About Qatar Foundation 

Qatar Foundation – Unlocking Human Potential  

Qatar Foundation for Education, Science, and Community Development (QF) is a private, non-profit organisation 
that is supporting Qatar on its journey from carbon economy to knowledge economy by unlocking human 
potential, for the benefit of not only Qatar, but the world.  Qatar Foundation was co-founded in 1995 by His 
Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the Father Amir, and Chairperson Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint 
Nasser.   

QF’s work encompasses education, research and community development.  World-class universities are brought to 
Qatar to help create an education sector in which young people can develop the attitudes and skills required for a 
knowledge economy. At the same time, QF builds Qatar's innovation and technology capacity by developing and 
commercialising solutions through key sciences.  The Foundation also works to foster a progressive society while 
enhancing cultural life, protecting Qatar’s heritage and addressing immediate social needs in the community. 

For a complete list of QF’s initiatives and projects, visit http://www.qf.org.qa 
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