
 

BLOOMSBURY QATAR FOUNDATION PUBLISHING TO HOST BOOK LAUNCH 
EVENT FOR ‘THE HOLY SAIL’  

Second Novel By Qatari Writer And Journalist Abdulaziz Al-Mahmoud 

 

Doha, Qatar, 23 November 2014: Bloomsbury Qatar Foundation Publishing (BQFP), a member 
of Qatar for Education, Science and Community Development (QF), is delighted to announce 
the publication and book launch of The Holy Sail by Qatari novelist and writer Abdulaziz Al 
Mahmoud.  

The celebrated journalist will discuss his second novel The Holy Sail on Monday evening on 24 
November at Hamad Bin Khalifa University’s Student Centre Cinema, located in Education City.  

By presenting the outside world with exceptional literary works of Gulf and Arab writers such as 
The Holy Sail, BQFP is supporting QF on its mission of fostering a progressive, engaged society 
appreciative of its heritage.  

A gripping tale of an often neglected period of history in the Arabian Gulf, The Holy Sail is an 
unprecedented historical fiction that guides us around the medieval world of Lisbon, Cairo, 
Jeddah and Istanbul. Al Mahmoud uses meticulous historical research methods while at the 
same time brilliantly weaving a tale of love, honour and nobility. 

Abdulaziz Al Mahmoud is a Qatari engineer and journalist. He has a BA in engineering from 
Clarkson University in New York and an aviation and engineering diploma from the UK. He 
worked as editor-in-chief of Al Sharq and The Peninsula newspapers as well as 
www.aljazeera.net. 

The book launch will be moderated by Qatar University’s Dr Abdullah Baabood, Head of the 
Gulf Studies Center, and will be conducted in Arabic. Copies of will be available to buy during 
the launch, with a special book signing being held at Tribe Bookstore in the Student Centre. 

The book will also be available for purchase at Jarir Bookstores from next month.  

To attend the event, please email bqfp.events@qf.org.qa.  
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For any questions, please contact bqfp.events@qf.org.qa 
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About Bloomsbury Qatar Foundation Publishing: 
Bloomsbury Qatar Foundation Publishing is a partnership of Qatar Foundation and Bloomsbury 
Publishing Plc. Its focus is on publishing books of excellence and originality in six main areas: 
fiction and non-fiction for adults and for children, educational books for schools, academic 
books for universities and researchers, classics of Arabic literature, and reference books. 
 
For more information or press inquiries, please contact Helene Theros: htheros@qf.org.qa  
 
About Qatar Foundation: 

Qatar Foundation for Education, Science, and Community Development (QF) is a private, non-
profit organisation that is supporting Qatar on its journey from carbon economy to knowledge 
economy by unlocking human potential, for the benefit of not only Qatar, but the 
world.  Founded in 1995 by His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the Father Amir, QF 
is chaired by Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser.   
 
QF’s work encompasses education, research and community development.  World-class 
universities are brought to Qatar to help create an education sector in which young people can 
develop the attitudes and skills required for a knowledge economy. At the same time, QF builds 
Qatar's innovation and technology capacity by developing and commercialising solutions 
through key sciences.  The Foundation also works to foster a progressive society while 
enhancing cultural life, protecting Qatar’s heritage and addressing immediate social needs in 
the community. 
  
For a complete list of QF’s initiatives and projects visit: www.qf.org.qa 
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