
 

 

WISH PRESENTS CANCER RESEARCH TO AUSTRALIAN POLICYMAKERS  

MPs Agree To Implement Key WISH Report Recommendations 

Doha, Qatar 22 September 2015: The World Innovation Summit for Health (WISH), a global 
initiative of Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development (QF), 
presented its research on affordable cancer care to Australian Members of Parliament (MPs) in 
Canberra last week.  

The WISH report, entitled 'Delivering Affordable Cancer Care: A Value Challenge to Health 
Systems’, aims to bring to the forefront best healthcare practices while inspiring innovation and 
discussion, remaining closely aligned to the vision and mission of QF to unlock human potential 
and transform Qatar into a knowledge-based economy. 

The trip to Australia comes in a bid to reinforce Qatar’s pioneering role as an emerging centre 
for healthcare innovation and generate discussion on how to overcome the world’s most 
urgent healthcare challenges. Encouraging the international community to take action will 
place Qatar at the forefront of the discussion and will mean that the nation, where statistics 
have shown cancer is the third most common cause of death, will be able to reap the benefits 
of vital developments. 

Professor Robert J S Thomas, OAM Chief Cancer Advisor, Victorian Government, Australia, led 
last week’s discussions on the report with 100 Australian lawmakers. During the forum, MPs 
heard that despite outstanding progress made in cancer research and advances in patient 
treatment, the disease is still one of the top three areas of health expenditure, and that cancer 
care is too expensive for most patients and nearly all governments.  

The report predicts that the burden of cancer will intensify with new cancer diagnoses expected 
to increase by around 16–32 per cent over the next 10 years. It further asserts that from 2008 
to 2030, cancer cases would rise by 65 per cent in high-income countries, 80 per cent in middle-
income countries and 100 per cent in the world’s poorest countries. 

The Australian policymakers were informed of the report’s policies to counteract excess 
spending and a number of innovative projects from around the world were raised to 
demonstrate how efficiencies could be driven and treatments improved for patients. 

QF’s health policy research, once again, served to inform the decisions of policymakers globally, 
and following the recent forum, Australia is set to implement some of the key changes 



 
recommended in the research, including the ‘Data Analysis of Optimum Care Pathways’, a key 
recommendation of the WISH report.  

WISH CEO Egbert Schillings commented: “WISH is delighted to work with Forum Chair Prof. 
Thomas to carry the message of the report with clarity and conviction to the highest levels of 
policy leadership around the globe.”  

“Pathway analysis along the entire patient journey in cancer, from prevention, screening, and 
diagnosis, to treatment and follow-up, will provide real impetus to innovative cost and quality 
management, for the benefit of the patient population and the system as a whole.”  

The report was published by the WISH Cancer Research Forum, chaired by Professor Thomas, at 
the second WISH summit, which took place in February this year in Qatar. The summit brought 
together more than 1,200 healthcare leaders and policymakers from 90 countries. 

 

ENDS 

About the World Innovation Summit for Health: 

The World Innovation Summit for Health (WISH) is a global healthcare community dedicated to 
capturing and disseminating the best evidence-based ideas and practices. WISH is an initiative 
of Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development (QF), founded by Her 
Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, its Chairperson. 

The inaugural WISH Summit took place in Doha in 2013 and convened more than 1,000 global 
healthcare leaders. Through international summits and a range of on-going initiatives, WISH is 
creating a global community of leading innovators in healthcare policy, research and industry.  

Together, they are harnessing the power of innovation to overcome the world’s most urgent 
healthcare challenges and inspire other stakeholders to action. 

 

Qatar Foundation – Unlocking Human Potential 

Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development is a private, non-profit 
organisation that is supporting Qatar on its journey from a carbon economy to knowledge 
economy by unlocking human potential for the benefit of not only Qatar, but the world. 



 
Founded in 1995 by His Highness Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa Al Thani, Father Amir of Qatar, QF is 
chaired by Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser. 

QF carries out its mission through three strategic pillars: education, science and research, and 
community development. QF’s education pillar brings world-class universities to Qatar to help 
create an education sector in which young people can develop the attitudes and skills required 
for a knowledge economy. Meanwhile, its science and research pillar builds Qatar's innovation 
and technology capacity by developing and commercialising solutions through key sciences. 
Finally, its community development pillar helps foster a progressive society while also 
enhancing cultural life, protecting Qatar’s heritage and addressing immediate social needs in 
the community. 

For a complete list of QF’s initiatives and projects, visit www.qf.org.qa.   

For more information about Qatar Foundation, please contact our press office at: 
pressoffice@qf.org.qa 
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