
 

 

 

QATAR NATIONAL LIBRARY OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED AS THE REGIONAL ARABIC 
SPEAKING PRESERVATION AND CONSERVATION CENTRE  

Appointment Demonstrates QNL’s Commitment To Protecting The Region’s Heritage 

Doha, Qatar, 20 August 2015: The International Federation of Library Association and Institutions (IFLA) 
has officially selected Qatar National Library (QNL), a member of Qatar Foundation for Education, Science 
and Community Development (QF), as the Regional Arabic Speaking Preservation and Conservation Centre 
(PAC). The announcement came during this month’s 81st IFLA General Conference and Assembly, held in 
Cape Town, South Africa.  

IFLA currently has a network of 13 Preservation and Conservation (PAC) Centres worldwide. The goal of the 
PAC Strategic Programme is to ensure that library and archive materials, published and unpublished, in all 
formats will be preserved in accessible form for as long as possible according to IFLA PAC principles.  

As part of the appointment, QNL will represent the 25 countries in the Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) where Arabic is one of the official languages. Therefore, by serving as the PAC, Qatar National 
Library is supporting QF’s vision of protecting and, preserving the region’s heritage and culture, and making 
them accessible for future generations. 

More discussions with the IFLA headquarters are set to take place for the PAC project activities. Currently, 
these mainly include workshops in Arabic and English on preventive and active conservation, production of 
web pages on the QNL portal in Arabic and English, and provision of free information (printed and digital 
format) in Arabic on preventive conservation, active conservation, digital preservation, and material 
providers.  

Dr Joachim Gierlichs, QNL's Associate Director for Special Collections and Archives, commented on the 
announcement, saying: “Qatar National Library is proud to become the first Regional Arabic Speaking 
Preservation and Conversion Centre. This comes as a result of its continuous efforts in preserving Qatar 
and the wide region’s heritage.” 

Eng. Saadi Al Said, QNL’s Associate Director for Administration and Planning, added: “We are proud that 
QNL has been selected as the Regional Arabic Speaking Preservation and Conservation Centre in the 
Middle East and North Africa (MENA). The appointment is in-line with QNL’s national function to collect 
and provide access to global knowledge relevant to Qatar and the region. This centre will help QNL become 
a hub for the region’s heritage, and establish strong relations with other libraries in the region and 
beyond.” 

Dr Claudia Lux, Project Director of Qatar National Library, said: “Being an IFLA PAC Centre puts the hosting 
organisation at the forefront of preservation and conservation. It enables the organisation to participate in 
a worldwide network and offers opportunities to participate in the wide preservation and conservation 
activities of IFLA, such as IFLA’s work with international partners like UNIESCO (Memory of the World and 
others) and the Blue Shield.” 



 

 

The QNL/PAC centre is considered one of the prominent laboratories in the region. It is fully equipped with 
some of the most modern devices for book paper conservation treatment, including light tables, suction 
table, cutter, hydraulic press, leaf casting machine, drying racks, and fume hood for solvent treatment. The 
lab will also include a specific area devoted to biological risks in libraries and special microscopes for 
material analyses and identification.  

QNL continues to collaborate with prominent institutions around the world such as the World Digital 
Library (WDL) through organising a highly informative symposium every year on the preservation of 
heritage. Such symposiums and meetings provide the opportunity for sharing the best practices in the area 
of heritage preservation and sharing, and will benefit not just QNL but also other libraries and information 
centres throughout the region.  

QNL is also the home of the Heritage Collection, which was founded in the early 1980s as part of H.E. 
Sheikh Hassan bin Mohammed bin Ali Al-Thani’s vision to create, and make accessible, a landmark 
repository of Qatar and regional history in the heart of Doha. The Heritage Collection is a unique 
contribution to Qatar’s cultural landscape. Specifically, the Collection’s Early Arabic printing section 
contains some of the first Arabic books printed on presses in Shweir (Lebanon), Aleppo, Mosul, Bulaq, and 
in the Hijaz. 

Ends 

 

Qatar National Library – Bridging with knowledge Qatar’s and the Arab and Islamic world’s heritage and 
future 

Qatar National Library (QNL) is a non-profit organisation under the umbrella of Qatar Foundation for 
Education, Science and Community Development (QF). QNL is supporting Qatar on its journey from a 
carbon-based economy to knowledge-based economy by providing resources to students, researchers, and 
the community in Qatar. It was announced in November 2012 by Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, 
Chairperson of Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development.  

QNL carries out its mission through three functions: National Library, University and Research Library, and 
a Metropolitan Public Library of the digital age. The National Library function collects and provides access 
to global knowledge relevant to Qatar and the region. It also collects, preserves, and provides access to 
heritage content and materials about Qatar and the region. The University and Research Library function 
supports education and research at all levels by providing printed and digital library materials for students 
and researchers. Metropolitan Public Library delivers library services and information for everyone to enjoy 
reading, meet people, and become information literate. 

 

 Learn more about Qatar National Library online at www.qnl.qa 

Twitter: @QNLib 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheQatarNationalLibrary 

http://www.qnl.qa/
http://www.facebook.com/TheQatarNationalLibrary


 

 

Qatar National Library’s Media Contact:  

Gihan M. Baraka +974 4454 6034 

gbaraka@qf.org.qa 

 

About the IFLA  

The International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) is the leading international body 
representing the interests of library and information services and their users. With more than 1,600 
members in approximately 150 countries, it is the global voice of the library and information profession. 
For more information please visit the link: www.ifla.org 
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