
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

HBKU workshop encourages academic-industry collaborative research 

 in an effort to boost innovation  

 

Doha, February 22, 2017 – Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU) brought together members of local 

academia and industry professionals on February 21st for a workshop that explored the importance of 

close collaboration between those undertaking academic research at universities and those undertaking 

applied research in the commercial world.  

“Accelerating Innovation at Universities and Partnering with Industry” was led by Dr. Ikhlaq Sidhu, who 

is a member of HBKU’s Board of Trustees and is the Chief Scientist and Founding Director of the 

University of California Berkeley’s Sutardja Center for Entrepreneurship & Technology. 

Dr. Sidhu has extensive experience in the fields of information systems, strategic data analytics, and 

mobile computing. He has successfully registered over 60 U.S. patents and has received global 

recognition for his contributions to the study of innovation. Addressing the workshop’s participants, he 

stressed on the power of collaboration, saying: “When innovators are connected to ideas beyond the 

walls of their own institutions, they’re inspired to come up with next-generation products that can 

potentially change the business landscape. Innovation gets accelerated when those involved in the 

process build connections with others that are not traditionally seen as collaborators in their field.”  

Dr. Ahmad M. Hasnah, President of HBKU, noted: “Innovation is the cornerstone of a diversified 

economy. The workshop was held to promote the development of an eco-system where academics, 

researchers, and professionals in Qatar can engage with each other and create frameworks that 

promote increased collaboration. We have been greatly encouraged by the level of enthusiasm and 

engagement shown at this event by people from across the private and public sectors and look forward 

to seeing many innovative collaborative efforts in the future.” 

The interactive workshop was attended by representatives of leading industry in Qatar, HBKU’s partner 

institutions and research funding bodies, in addition to leadership, faculty, scientists, and students from 

HBKU itself. With a focus on research that spurs innovation at the intersection of academia and industry, 

some of the topics covered in the workshop included a look at where good ideas come from, intellectual 

property, and how to develop ideas for successful new ventures that produce outcomes that meet 

industrial needs. The workshop also looked at case studies that effectively illustrated how innovation 

has successfully been accelerated using a collaborative research approach.  



 

 

The workshop is part of HBKU’s rich calendar of events, which aim to raise awareness among the local 

community on innovative research topics and support the nurturing of an inquisitive research culture in 

Qatar.  

To learn more about HBKU and its research institutes, visit hbku.edu.qa.  

 

*ENDS* 

 
About Hamad Bin Khalifa University  

Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU), a member of Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and 

Community Development, is an emerging research university that is building its foundation upon unique 

collaborations with local and international partners. Located in Education City, HBKU delivers 

undergraduate and graduate programs through its College of Science and Engineering, College of Law 

and Public Policy, College of Health and Life Sciences, College of Islamic Studies, and its College of 

Humanities and Social Sciences. It also provides unparalleled opportunities for research and scholarship 

through its research institutes, and its Center of Executive Education delivers customized programs for 

the business community of Qatar and the region, in line with Qatar National Vision 2030.  
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Photo caption 1: Dr. Ikhlaq Sidhu, member of HBKU’s Board of Trustees and is the Chief Scientist and 

Founding Director of the University of California Berkeley’s Sutardja Center for Entrepreneurship & 

Technology at the workshop titled ““Accelerating Innovation at Universities and Partnering with 

Industry.”  

Photo caption 2: to the left: Dr. Ahmad M. Hasnah, President of HBKU and to the right: Khalid Al Ali, 

Executive Chairman of Grupo Senseta, Inc. at the workshop titled “Accelerating Innovation at 

Universities and Partnering with Industry.”  

 

 
 



 

 

 


