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QATAR FOUNDATION PROVIDES UNIQUE TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES
TO LOCAL EDUCATORS

International Baccalaureate Partnership Showcases Dedication to Unlocking
Human Potential In Learners

Doha, Qatar, 13 April 2015: Throughout the year, Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and
Community Development’s (QF) is working to provide unique training sessions for teachers to
encourage professional development and lifelong learning. These workshops are designed to
equip educators with the necessary skills and tools to help unlock the potential of their
learners.

The Education Development Institute, which falls under QF’s Pre-University Education, is one of
the entities that has been tasked with empowering teachers. In-line with QF's vision of
unlocking human potential, the Foundation recently signed an agreement with International
Baccalaureate (IB) to provide a series of teacher training workshops with the Education
Development Institute.

Widely regarded as one of the most popular education systems in the world, the IB is
committed to improving access to an IB education across the Middle East. With eleven schools
in Qatar offering one or more of its four programmes, the system is becoming increasingly
popular in the region.

As part of the partnership, the Education Development Institute hosted 13 IB sessions in
January and last month, and has organised an additional 20 workshops for next year. The
workshops are developed and delivered by experienced IB educators from Qatar and around
the world, and are carefully evaluated against a strict global quality assurance framework. The
seminars are open to teachers from across the country and are taught in both Arabic and
English.

Mehdi Benchaabane, IB Workshops Director at the Education Development Institute,
commented on the programme: “We, at the Education Development Institute, are pioneers of
life-long learning. Therefore, we endeavour to provide comprehensive training sessions year-
round that not only encourage continuous professional development, but also foster personal
growth.”



“The IB Professional Development workshops help educators gain a deeper understanding of
what it means to be an effective teacher. By helping to develop young people who are
motivated to succeed, these sessions are ultimately serving as a platform to empower teachers
to become leaders within the classroom and unlock the potential of their learners.”

The training sessions held earlier this year focused on 3 separate educational programmes:
Primary Years Programme, Middle Years Programme, and Diploma Programme. A number of
different topics were discussed over the course of the sessions, including ‘Play-based learning’,
‘Theory of Knowledge’, and ‘The Role of the Coordinator’.

Furthermore, as part of QF's commitment to teachers, the Education Development Institute is
set to host the second annual Teaching and Learning Forum on 9 May 2015 at the Qatar
National Convention Centre.

The event will serve as a platform, bringing together K-12 teachers from across the country to
network, discuss, and collaborate. Additionally, Sir Ken Robinson, an internationally recognised
leader in the development of education, creativity and innovation, will be the keynote speaker
for the event.

For further information on the IB workshops, or the Education Development Institute’s
activities, please visit: www.edi.qa/.

ENDS
Qatar Foundation — Unlocking Human Potential

Qatar Foundation for Education, Science, and Community Development (QF) is a private, non-
profit organisation that is supporting Qatar on its journey from carbon economy to knowledge
economy by unlocking human potential, for the benefit of not only Qatar, but the world. QF
was co-founded in 1995 by His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the Father Amir,
and Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Qatar Foundation’s Chairperson. QF's work
encompasses education, research and community development. World-class universities are
brought to Qatar to help create an education sector in which young people can develop the
attitudes and skills required for a knowledge economy. At the same time, QF builds Qatar's
innovation and technology capacity by developing and commercialising solutions through key
sciences. The Foundation also works to foster a progressive society while enhancing cultural
life, protecting Qatar’s heritage and addressing immediate social needs in the community.

For a complete list of QF’s initiatives and projects, visit http://www.gf.org.qa
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