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QATAR FOUNDATION LAUNCHES SUCCESSFUL SUMMER HIGH SCHOOL CAMP IN
UNITED STATES
Over 20 Qatari Students Gain Insight Into American University Admissions Processes

Doha, Qatar, 24 September 2014: Qatar Foundation Research and Development (QF
R&D) has successfully completed a US summer camp for Qatari high school students
keen on pursuing a career in science.

The ‘High School Science Camp’, a three-week, fully sponsored programme held at
the University of California Irvine (UCI), was designed for Grade 10 and 11 local
students, and introduced them to careers in science, in addition to providing them
with hands-on experience in research labs.

More than 20 Qatari high school students interested in studying in the United States
participated in the programme. It was part of QF R&D’s Office of Education Training
and Development (OETD) new educational initiative to promote science-led careers.

As one of the main pillars of Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and
Community Development, QF R&D has been active in promoting QF’s vision of
cultivating life-long learning and interest in many areas including science and
research in Qatar.

The students spent the first week of training in Doha, where they gained strong
exposure to the American academic research experience.

During this period, they learned about the processes involved in applying to
American universities and gained experience about the entrance requirement exams
such as the SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) and TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign
Language). The students also had the invaluable opportunity to discuss both the
differences and similarities in Qatari and American culture.

The students then spent the following two weeks at UCI where they were able to
hone their specific interests in science and engineering. The immersion period
included daily seminars focused on topics ranging from fuel cell research, global
climate change, DNA extraction and ocean engineering.

Practical tasks saw students perform DNA extractions, and develop ocean and
plotting data to monitor the change in carbon dioxide in the Earth’s atmosphere
over a specified period of time.
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In addition to their academic experiences, students engaged in several cultural
activities and toured the Southern California region, visiting Disneyland and learning
how to sail a boat in the Pacific Ocean.

“It was a rewarding experience, both culturally and academically,” said Salman
Khalid Alhail, one of the programme’s student participants.

Hailed as a success, the programme comprehensively integrated the educational and
social aspects of university life. “Our students have found the programme to help
ease their anxieties about university life and the academic experience in the United
States,” said Dr Wyatt Hume, Executive Director of Education Training and
Development of Qatar Foundation Research and Development.

Image Caption
Image One: Qatari high school students during their recent US summer camp, organised by

Qatar Foundation Research and Development to promote science-led careers
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About Qatar Foundation Research and Development (QF R&D)

Leading Qatar’s vision to become an international center for research and
development excellence and innovation, QF R&D is home to Qatar Science &
Technology Park (QSTP), a world-class hub for technology innovation and
commercialization, as well as the Qatar National Research Fund (QNRF), a globally
renowned scientific research funding organisation, and prominent research
institutes operating at the frontiers of science, including Qatar Biomedical Research
Institute (QBRI), Qatar Computing Research Institute (QCRI) and Qatar Energy and
Environment Research Institute (QEERI).

Qatar Foundation — Unlocking Human Potential

Qatar Foundation for Education, Science, and Community Development (QF) is a
private, non-profit organisation that is supporting Qatar on its journey from a carbon
economy to knowledge economy by unlocking human potential, for the benefit of
not only Qatar, but the world. Founded in 1995 by His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin
Khalifa Al Thani, the Father Emir, QF is chaired by Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint
Nasser.

QF’s work encompasses education, research and community development. World-
class universities are brought to Qatar to help create an education sector in which
young people can develop the attitudes and skills required for a knowledge
economy. At the same time, QF builds Qatar's innovation and technology capacity by
developing and commercialising solutions through key sciences. The Foundation
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also works to foster a progressive society while enhancing cultural life, protecting
Qatar’s heritage and addressing immediate social needs in the community.
For a complete list of QF’s initiatives and projects, visit http://www.gf.org.qa
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