
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

OPENING PANEL SETS AGENDA FOR INAUGURAL DOHA YOUTH 
FORUM ON CRIME PREVENTION AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

 
Distinguished Panellists Discuss Importance Of Forum On Achieving Crime 

Prevention And Criminal Justice On A Global Scale  
 

 

Doha, 7 April 2015 – The inaugural Doha Youth Forum on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 
got underway today with a comprehensive panel session led by a series of distinguished guests. 
The discussion successfully set the agenda for the next two days of meetings.   

The Doha Youth Forum has been jointly organised by Qatar Foundation for Education, Science 
and Community Development (QF), the Organising Committee of the United Nations 13th 
Conference on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, and the United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime. Taking place over three days at the Qatar National Convention Centre, 120 student 
delegates are working together to come up with creative solutions to global issues on crime 
prevention and criminal justice.     

The opening panel was moderated by Banafsheh Azizi, Internal Communications Manager at QF 
member Hamad bin Khalifa University, and covered a range of topics, including the Doha Youth 
Forum and the upcoming United Nations 13th Conference on Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice, which is taking place in Doha next week, as well as the expectations and potential 
outcomes of the seminars.  
 
The panellists included: Ms Lulua Asaad, Associate Programme Officer at the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime in Vienna; Professor David Mednicoff, Director of Middle Eastern 
Studies and accelerated Masters in Public Policy programmes at the University of 
Massachusetts – Amherst; His Excellency Dr Ambassador Ahmed Hassan Al Hammadi, an 
Ambassador at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Director of the Department of Legal Affairs at 
Qatar’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Mr Mark Richmond, Director of Protect Education in 
Insecurity and Conflict (PEIC), a Programme of the Education Above All Foundation, based in 
Doha; and Dr Hassan Al-Sayed, Professor of Constitutional Law, College of Law at Qatar 
University,  and a Judge at Qatar International Court and Dispute Resolution Centre.  
 
A key theme across the panel was the significance of the upcoming United Nations 13th 
Conference on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, and the outcomes of that Conference. 
Ms Lulua Assad explained that as this conference was held once every five years, the results, 
which will be presented in the form of the Doha Declaration, will set the bar.  
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The topics, and therefore results, of the UN Congress will be discussed within four separate 
pillars. These include: the Rule of Law, Nationally and Internationally, to Support Sustainable 
Development; International Cooperation; New and Emerging Forms of Transnational Crime; and 
National approaches to Public Participation.  
 
“The topics that they are going to discuss at the Forum are a replica of what is going to be 
discussed at the UN Congress,” said Lulua. “What the youth will prepare here, at the Doha 
Youth Forum, and what they are going to finalise, is going to be presented before the adoption 
of the Declaration in front of His Highness the Amir.” 
 
“ It is very important for the youth to actually translate what their vision is for the future; what 
is the future they want; and how they want their societies to look. So I think that this is a very 
unique opportunity. They have to take advantage of it. They have to translate their vision into a 
set of recommendations that will be presented at Congress.”  
 
While the UN Congress will serve as a platform for the signing, Dr Ahmad Hassan Al-Hammadi 
went on to discuss the preparations that have gone into the Doha Declaration. He explained 
that it has been a long process that began two years ago, and, that while the Qatar Embassy in 
Vienna met with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in November, Qatar has been 
communicating with several countries around the world to establish what should be included in 
the Declaration.  
 
Another highlight is this year marks the 60th anniversary of the UN Congress. And, as another 
landmark occasion, this is also the first time that the UN Congress on Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice is taking place in the Gulf region. Professor David Mednicoff emphasised the 
importance of the event taking place in Qatar, explaining that, as one of the safest countries in 
the world, it is the ideal setting for the UN Congress.   

ENDS 

Qatar Foundation – Unlocking Human Potential 

Qatar Foundation for Education, Science, and Community Development (QF) is a private, non-
profit organisation that is supporting Qatar on its journey from carbon economy to knowledge 
economy by unlocking human potential, for the benefit of not only Qatar, but the world. QF 
was co-founded in 1995 by His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the Father Amir, 
and Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Qatar Foundation’s Chairperson. QF’s work 
encompasses education, research and community development. World-class universities are 
brought to Qatar to help create an education sector in which young people can develop the 
attitudes and skills required for a knowledge economy. At the same time, QF builds Qatar's 
innovation and technology capacity by developing and commercialising solutions through key 
sciences. The Foundation also works to foster a progressive society while enhancing cultural 
life, protecting Qatar’s heritage and addressing immediate social needs in the community. 

For a complete list of QF’s initiatives and projects, visit http://www.qf.org.qa 

 

http://www.qf.org.qa/
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