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QATAR GENOME PROGRAMME IMPROVES QUALITY OF GENOMIC DATA 

INTERPRETATION 

Doha, Qatar, January 2, 2017: Researchers from various institutes in Qatar recently took 

part in a two-day workshop on WuXi NextCODE’s GOR database platform, an analysis 

suite that will help individuals in this field to effectively study genomic data.  

The workshop sessions, held at Sidra Medical and Research Center (Sidra), allowed 
participants to run sample queries on large external datasets and ask questions about 
the GOR database platform and how it can help their own projects.  Attendees learned 
how to perform quality control analysis, single and small family analysis, and cohort 
analysis, including clinical and genomic data.  

The GOR database is the main engine used to perform variant annotation and 

interpretation analysis. It can store data on hundreds of thousands of samples in one 

database, and its interface offers researchers an easy way to access and analyze data 

from multiple subjects simultaneously. 

Commenting on the workshop, Dr. Said Ismail, Manager of QGP, said: “The workshop 

provides a hands-on introduction to the research and clinical interpretation interfaces 

through which researchers will be able to conduct their future analyses on genomic 

data. We thank all of our participants and partner institutions for hosting this crucial 

workshop.”  

The platform features several useful tools, including a clinical sequence analyzer, which 

is a web-based tool ideal for analyzing genomic data from single patients and small-

families with rare, genetic disorders. The sequence miner is a Java-based application 

that enables analysis of clinical and genomic data of multiple families and patient 

cohorts.  

Qatar Biobank and the Qatar Genome Programme, both members of Qatar Foundation 

for Education, Science and Community Development (QF), have now generated the first 

3,000 whole genomes and inputting the phenotypic data on the WuXi NextCODE GOR 

database for further study and are developing partnerships with local stakeholders to 

increase the quality of genomic data analysis. 
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About Qatar Genome Programme: 

The Qatar Genome Programme is a population-based initiative using specimen and population 
samples to map the Qatari genome. Announced by Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, 
Chairperson of Qatar Foundation and Vice Chairperson of the Supreme Council of Health during 
the World Innovation Summit on Health (WISH) 2013, the Qatar Genome Programme is 
currently in its pilot phase. 

Managed by the Qatar Genome Committee, and incubated by Qatar Biobank, Qatar Genome 
Programme uses a collection of samples and information from Qatar Biobank contributors to 
identify individual genome coding gaining unique insight and enabling the development of 
personalized healthcare in Qatar.   

 

MEDIA CONTACT 

For more information about the Qatar Genome Programme please contact: 

Abed Shirzai, +974 7021 8259, abeds@bljworldwide.com  
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